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ARTICLE IL.” 


SESER| N ;-the..Hiflory. of the Works of the 
eR Learned, for ‘fanuary this Year, I 

j3¢0), Printed; an anonymous Letter, cone 
€ <YPAs) taining Corrections of fome fuppofed 
| =~ Errors in a dare Edition of Gorboduc. 
i was + then ‘utterly unacquainted with my Corre- 
{fpondent ;.but ina later’ Epiftle he has been pleafed 
to inform me of his Name and Charaéter, and [ 
can now tell ‘the, Public, that we. are: indebted for 
thofe, as well as the following Remarks, to the 
Reverend’ Mr, Galton, of Marton, near Gainsbo- 
rough in Litcolnfhire. There, isa. Circumftance, 
of which it-is neceffary 1 fhould take notice, in or- 
der to the Readey’s,; underftanding the Introduction 
of the enfuing Animadverfions: And this is, that 
- an. Alteration was made in the Beginning of Mr. 
Calton’s firft Paper, publifhed in January, before I 
fent jt to the Prefs, That an Alteration was made, 





Was 
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was fo far from difpleafing Mr. Cziton, that he 
thanked me on account of it: But he was not fo 
well fatisfied with the manner of it; thinking, that 
what was inferted, inftead of fome Words that it was 
judged proper to omit, rendered that Period: a 
feeming Contradiction; as he fignified tome ina 
Letter of March the 22d, 1739-40. I have al- 
ready apologized to Mr. Calton upon this Head, 
and the Reader has no further Concern with the 
Matter, than to know the Fact, that fo he may, 
as I faid, underftand the firft Paragraph of the en- 
fuing Criticifm. I did not make the Alteration here 
{poken of, but I was the Caufe of its being made; 
and if any thing in it were amifs, the Cenfure 
ought to reft upon me, who fhould have taken no- 
tice of, and amended it, when I revifed the Proof 
of that Article. I have only this to offer in Exte- 
nuation of my Neglect, that as neceflary Avoca- 
tions fometimes leave me not at leifure for infpecting 
Things of this Nature with all the Care I might 
otherwife employ, fo, in the prefent Cafe, I had all 
the Reafon in the World to believe, that Jitttle or 
nothing of that kind was requifite on my Part. 






















Jo the AUTHOR of the Works of the 
LEARNED. 






Sai KX, 


W Hilft I am endeavouring to clear the Pro- 
duction of another Man from the Corrup- 
tions of Scribes and Printers, you'll allow me, I 
hope, to have fome critical Charity in referve for 
what I have a nearer Intereft in, my own. There is 
fomething in the Beginning of my late printed Let- 
ter to you, which I cannot own to be mine. It 
was hard upon me, to make me fay, that J was 
alfured of the corrupt State of the Copy, from which 
this Edition of Gorboduc was taken, when I had 
immedi- 
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immediately before declared mylelf entirely at a 
lofs where to charge the Errors of the Edition, 
whether upon the Copy or the Printer: | doubr, 
moft People that read this, will take it to be a Con- 
tradiction, 

Inftead, therefore, of ‘<¢ But I am 
“¢ affured the old Copy itfelf is ftill more incorreé, 
<¢ in many Places unintelligible: ’Tis Pity fo many 
‘© intolerable Errors fhould be fuffered to ftand wa- 
“© correfted ; and therefore I fhall remark on fome 
‘© of them, in order to a correéer Edition.” Read, 








Dua caufa indigna ferenos 
Fedavit vultus? aut cur hee vulnera cerno ? 
Vireo. Ain. il, 285, 





Such Queftions I muft refer to thofe that are bet- 
ter prepared to anfwer them ; and if 1 can bui clear 
the Face, the /erenus vultus of this Play (which 
Words admirably exprefs the Character of the 
Compofition) from fome of the Filth and Soil that 
lies upon it, I fhall not much mind when, or by 
whofe means it came there. 

The firft Fault, that muft undergo my Cenfure 
in this fecond Survey of the Text of this Tragedy, 
will prove, I doubt, the Author’s own. 


AGL. Se. i. Ps. 
The flow Aurore, that fo for Love, or Shame, 
Doth long delay to /bew ber bluthing Face. 


For Love of whom? Of good old TZithonus, to be 
fure, from whofe Bed fhe rifeth, in the Poets, eve- 
ry Morning. Behold here the beautiful arora, 
ever frefh and fair, leaving the cold withered Em- 
braces of Old Age immortalized, with Reluctance, 
and —— long delaying to fhew her blufhing Face. 
An excellent Example this, for young and gay 

2 Females 
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Females to follow, that have old Men for their 
Hufbands. But, fuppofing her to be fond of Ji- 
thonus’s Bed, the Affection was chafte and virtu- 
ous; and what Caufe was there then for Shame ? 
Why muft a guilty Blufo {pread itfelf over her 
Face, as if fhe was juft rifen out of the Arms, not 
of a Hufb:nd, but a Paramour ? 

Spen/er had not fo good an Opinion of Aurora’s 
conjugal Love, for he makes her 


Weary of aged Tithon’s faffron Bed. 
Fairy Qu. BT. Cant. II. St. 7. 


See alfo Ovip’s Ep. Phaedr. Hypp. Ver. 93. 


Clarus erat filvis Cepbalus —~ 


Ibat ad bunc fapiens 4 fene Diva viro. 


The Mountain Hymettus was the famed Scene of 
her Amours with this young and lufty Hunter ; 
thither the Goddefs haftened from the Bed of old 
Tithonus, to the Pleafures of a guilty Love; and 
confefied her Crime by her Blufbes. 


Defere, Phebus ait, thalamos Aurora feniles. 
Quid juvat effeto procubuiffe toro ? 

Fe manet /Eolides viridi venator in herba: 
Surge, tuos ignes altus Hymettus habet. 
Flava verecundo Dea crimen in ore fatetur ; 

Ft matutinos ocyus urget equos. 


Thefe excellent Lines are Milton’s. Vid. Eleg. 
Quint. In Adventum Veris, 

rut, perhaps, the noble Author did not defign 
we fhould conneét for Love, or Shame, —— 
With ———=_ doth_ long delay, ——~ but with —— 


Blufbes. 
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Blufbes. —— If that was his Meaning, the Words 
fhould have been difpofed thus: ——~ 


The flow Aurore, that doth fo long delay, 
To (hew ber blufhing Face for Love, or Shame. 


Ahh. Fe... 1h. P. 7. 
Then for their Guiding and their Governance, 
Shew forth fuch Means of Circumftance. 





There wants fome Word of two Syllables to fill 
up the Verfe ; and a more fitand proper one | can- 
not think of, than *beoful. 


Shew forth fuch *hooful Means of Circumftance. 


We have dehooful, P. 9. in Aroftus’s Anfwer to this 
Part of Gorboduc’s Speech. 


What further Means behooful are and meet. 


© AIT, Sc. Il. P. 25. 
My Lord, yet ere you now unkindly war. 


What is, unkindly ? An Adverb? No; it is an 
Adjective, agreeing with War, which is a om 
{tantive, not a Verb, There is ankindly Wron 
unkindly Tendernefs, unkindly Stubbornne/s, P. 10, 
sn. F.. 94. -in cruel and unkindly wile. P. 
31. And with ankindly War. 

Unkindly may feem, at firft view, to be an Ad- 
verb in the following Paffage, P. 3. but it is not, 
it isan Adjeétive there : 








But thee of Birth-right and of Heritage, 
Caufelefs, unkindly, and in wrongful wife, 
Againft all Law and Right be will bereave. 

B 3 i. e. He, 














a ra - oan 
ene ce ae 
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j.¢. He, having no Caufe, and being unkindly, 
or without natural Affeétion to thee, will bereave 
thee of thy Right. If War, then, be a Subftan- 
tive, and unkindly an Adjective agreeing with it, 
a Verb is wanting, and a very little Change will 
make us one out of wow. We may read, 


Yet ere you move War. 





There is Bellum movere in Latin Authors, and 
Kivety dcpu isa Greek Phrafe, that I happen to have 
juft now before me in Euripides, Fragm. p. 467. 
Ed. Barn. 

But, perhaps the original Leétion may be re- 
ftored by an eafier Emendation, prefixing only a 
fingle Letter to the Word zow - 





Yet ere you know unkindly War. 


To know War is the fame as yirwoxew 7oAguor, 
decernere Bellum, to refolve upon War: Or, to 
know unkindly War, may fignify, (according to the 
ufual Senfe of the Word kez) to feel and experi- 
ence the Miferies of an unnatural War. 


Nareros yp TlAguos aderguy. 





Ac. Til. Sc.1. P. 29. 
let, O ye Gods, if ever woful King 
Might move you Kings of Kings, wreke it ou me. 


In the late Edition it is King of Kings ; but that 
is a flight Error: I wifh it was no Error, and that 
Gorboduc had invocaced, not the Gods at large, 
but the Supreme Fupiter, to whom this Title pro- 
perly belongs. 


r 
ety 
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Yet, higheft God, if ever woful King 
Might move thee ‘King of Kings 





So the * learned Mufe of this noble Poet ought to 
have written it. 

All the Gods are |} Avaxzes, in Greek Au- 
thors; and their Temples, the royal Houfes of 
their Kingfhips, are called Avaxlopa* But the 


Gods at large are never ftiled “Avaxles evaxlwr. 
Kings were fuppofed to be under the peculiar Pre- 
fidency of Jupiter; from him alone they were 
thought to derive their Power, and to be fubject to 
his particular Infpedction inthe Exercife of it; and 
therefore the Title of Xing of Kings could be given 
only to him. 


Autine saannas piv udeiouer Hpaiqoic* 
Tevsyngas 5’ Apnos* éxuxampas de Xiqwrns 
Apzewdts* babe dé, Aupns ev adorms olaus, 
Ex de ALOT BAZIAHE2—- 
Cat. Hymn. in Jovem, V. 76. 


Regum timendorum in proprios greges, 
Reges in ipfos imperium eft Jovis. 
Hor, Od. III. 1. 


The Title, then, of King of Kings, which my Cor- 
rection makes Gorboduc give to Fupiter, is very 
proper, and agreeable to the Senfe of the An- 


* See the Verfes to Lord Buckburff, among thofe prefixed 
by Spenfer to his Fairy Queen: 
Whofe \earned Mute hath writ her own Record 
In golden Verfe, worthy i immortal Fame. 
|] “Avaxnic* of Seoee xad ’Avedxtop2, TH ised. Suid. in Voc. “Avtxrtes. 
The Latin Verfion of Kufer’s Fdition gives us Caffor and Pol- 
lux for of Seoi in the Greck, as if none of the Gods were 
Avaxtis, but the.e. 
B 4 Cients ; 
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cients ; but it is mew, 1 believe, and without Ex- 
ample in their Writings, where” Arag avant wy 
is only ufed to exprefs the fupreme Royalty of Zu- 
piter over the inferior Gods, or Avaxtes, and is 
equivalent to Geis Sear, or God of Gods. Vide 
Span. Numifm. Vol. 1. P.465. 


Difdain, faith be, of bis Inheritance 
Arms bim to wreke the great pretended Wrong, 
With civil Sword, upon bis Brother's Life. 


Read, — Difdain, faith be, of his Difheritance. 


i.e. Difdain, that he was deprived of one half of 


that Kingdom, which was his by Birth-right. 

See P. 20. Zhe loathed Wrong of your Difheritance. 
After I had made this Correction, I met with a 
Line in Spenfer, which fhews that the prefent Read- 
ing may be right: : 

And evermore the Carle of Courtefy accus’d. 

Fairy 2. B. 3. Cant. 9. St. 12. 
The Senfe muft be, accus’d him of Difcourie/y, 
faith the learned Remarker. See Remarks on Spen- 


fer, P. 87. 


AG TV. Sc.2. P. 97. 

Of favage Beafts might not the Slaughter ferve 

To feed thy greedy Will, and inthe midft 

Of their Entrails to fiain thy deadly Hands 

With Blood deterv’d, and drink thereof thy Fill ? 

Or if nought elfe but Death, and Blood of Man 

Mought please thy Luft, could none in Britain Land, 

Whofe Heart be torn out of his loving Breaft 

IVith thine own Hand, or work what Death thou 
would’ ft, 

Suffice to make a Sacrifice 1 appease 

That deadly Mind, and murd’rous Thought in thee ? 


Yor 
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For deferv’d, in the fourth Line, read defi’d. In 
the feventh and eighth Lines, correct be tora, by 
uniting again whatthe Printer had wrongfully divi- 
ded: For /oving, read living, and for work, workt ; 
and make the two Lines a Parenthefis: 
(Whofe Heart betorn out of bis * living Breaft 
With thine own Hand, or workt what Death thou 
would ft.) 


Act V. Sc. IT. P. 55. 
A rutheful Cafe, that thofe whom Duty bound, 
Whom grafted Law by Nature, Truth, and Faith, 
Bound to preferve their Country, and their King, 
Born to defend their Common-wealth, and Prince, 


Whom grafted Law by Nature, —— A Comma is 
wanting after Law ; for Nature doth not graft; 
fhe produceth only a wild Stock, and 4yt improves 
upon it by grafting. I have a Jealoufy, that 
fome former Publifher was mifled, by the Want of 
this Comma, to attempt a Correction of his Copy, 
and make the Words Duty and Nature change 
Places. Law grafted by Duty (which perhaps was 
the Leétion of his Copy,) was eafily feen to be Non- 
fenfe ; but Law grafted by Nature hath a better 
Look, and might pafs with Readers enow unfuf- 
pected. 1 addthe Comma, and reftore each Word 
to its original Place, thus : 








A rutheful Cafe, that thofe whom Nature bound, 
Whom grafted Laws, by Duty, Truth, and Faith. 


By Nature, is meant the Law of Nature ; by the 
grafted Law, political Infticutions are meant, and 
the Improvements of Civil Society, which are 
grafted upon the Law of Nature. Duty is put here 


® Protinusereptas viventi pefore fibras 
{nfpiciunt. _ Ovip. Met. XV. 136. 
for 
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for Moral Obligation : And the Words * Truth and 
Faith, imply Promifes, Pacts, Covenants, 7. e. 
Civil Obligations, and are ufed here with reterence 
to the grafted Law, or political Inftitutions, 

Where is the Difference, in the third and fourth 
Lines, betwixt preferving their Country, and 
their King —— and -— defending their Common- 
avealth, and Prince? Itisin the Expreffion only, 
for the Senfe is perfectly the fame: The Author 
could never defign both thefe Verfes to ftand. A 
modeft Critick may affirm that the laft Line is fu- 
perfluous, and ought to be excluded. 





And from the Womb fhould bring 
(O native Soil) thofe that will needs deftroy, 
And ruin thee. 

Read 














And from thy Womb frould bring, 


O native Soil, ———— 


P. 57. 
My Lords, as Duty, and my Troth doth move, 
And of my Country Work and Care in me. 
Read, ——— worken Care in me. 


AG V. Sc.1.. PB. ox. 
Even yet the Life of Britain Land doth hang 
In traiterous Ballance of vengeful Weight. 





What a wretched Line is here! How obfcure in the 
Expreffion, and how + ab/urd in the Meafure! A 
Syllable is wanting to fill upthe Verfe, which is fup- 


* 





Ut reddere depofitum, promiffum facere, queque per- 


tinent ad weritatem, & ad fidem, ea migrare interdum, & non 
fervare, fit juftum. Cicer. Offic. 1. 31. 
{ Abfurdoque fono fontes, & ftagna cietis. 
Cicer. de Div. 1. 15. 


plied 
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plied by keeping in the * middle Vowel in #raj- 
terous ; and that makes the Accent fall ridiculoufly 
upon the laft Syllable in Ballawce. Could fuch a 
Line as this come from an Author, that is juftly 
commended by Mr. Pope for his + unaffetted 
Perfpicuity of Style, and an eafy Flow in the Num- 
bers! 

I cenfure this Verfe here out of Place, without 
offering to correct it, merely for the Occafion it 
gives me of naming Mr. Pope; that I may join 
myfelf to the Croud of his Admirers, and add my 
Voice to their Acclamations. Harmony, which is 
the § Daughter of the Mufes, reigns in his Poetry ; 
a Mufick like that of the eight Spheres, in whofe 


—— Motions Harmony divine 
So (mooths ber charming Tones, that God’s own Ear 
Liftens delighted. Par. Loft. V. 625, 


It isa Harmony of Reafon and Virtuc, as well as 
Sound, and every Part of us feels the Force of it. 
The Ear is delighted, the Imagination is ravifhed, 
it fatisfies the Reafon, and approves itfelf to the 
Heart. The E/fay on Man is the beft philofophical 
Poem that ever was written; (what a charming 
Platonick Union have we there, of Learning and 














* The Word ¢raiterous lofeth its middle Vowel perpetually 
in this Play ; and fodo all fimilar Words, as pots’mous, Flat- 
rry, temprate, murd’rous, &c. except only Rewerence, p. 24. 
Mifery, p. 40. Dangerous and Difference, p. 55. 

+ See Spenfer’s Lewter to the Earl of Middlesex, prefixed to 
the late Edition of Gorboduc. | 

§ See the Chorus at the End of the third A&t of Euripides's 


Medea. 


Aizt Set Kaperpota re Siti SD argharr cura 
Baivortes aCpas asSipes* Xaiptiow adn podi- 
“EvSad aod azva's wy coroxey aydioy, 

*Eyyla Thispid'as Te opin @apid ose 

A‘yert Mov'rz¢ Il’'resy ipwras 

ZvSav ‘Apusviav QursCoaes Tlay roieasapeTas Fuys0z°ve. 


“Ed urvaes avpas. 


Polite- 
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Politenefs ; of * Pbilofopby, and Love /) and hath en- 
gaged one of the beft Critics to illuftrate and defend 
it, Idare not indulge mytelf in the Vanity of 
hoping, that my poor Attempt to reftore this Trage- 
dy of Gorbuduc, without any Helps from old Edi- 
tions, will be approved, by fo great a Poet as Mr. 
Pope, and fo great a Critic as Mr. Warburton, 


Lam, SIR, Your's, &c. J. C. 


ARTICLE i. 
A Full View of the Tranfaétions of the Reign of 


Queen Elizabeth, tran/mitted down tous ina 
Series of Letters and Papers of State collected 
by Dr. Forbes. Volume I. Pages 507. 
Preface 11. 
To the AUTHOR of the Hiftory of the Worxs 
of the LEARNED. 





SIR, 


Ollections of Political Letters are very fervice- 

able towards the Difcovery of Hiftorical 
Truth, and to Men of Tafte and Sagacity, they 
afford the livelieft Sketches of the Complections 
of the Times, and the Characters of thofe who 
flourifhed when they were wrote. For this reafon 
juch Collections, when they have been publifh’d 
with Care and Judgement, have always met with 
favourable Reception from the Publick. As our 
own Hiftory afords us a Series of the moft inte- 
refting Events, and every Reign prefents us with 
many eminent Perfons whofe Counfels have done 
Honour and Credit to their native Country, ’tis no 
wonder if their original Papers, whenever they 


* See again the fame Chorus. 

K~?>Auvetw & cork Kuguzed poais THALVAY YAP KxaATAMVEr OLE 

Tay Ko’ xpay xrwiZucey @ov- Merpins avipewy. 

W hat awondertul Compliment is hereto the Poet’s Country ! 
furely Venus andthe Loves he fpeaks of, attended when he wrote 
it, and ————=_. Shed their fele&teft Influence. 


can 
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can be procured, are much efteemed and more 
relied upon, than the Accounts of the Generality 
of our Hiftorians ; whofe Artificial Gloffes have 
too frequently difguifed the Truth, or their Igno- 
rance miftaken it. Of late Years many Colleétions 
of this fort have been publifhed ; but I know of none 
which deferve the notice of the Publick better than Sir 
Thomas Roe’s Letters, (of which your laft Journal 
gave fome Account,) and thofe which are to be the 
Subject of the prefent Extract. 

If we confider the Reign in which thefe Letters 
were wrote, the Minifters who were concerned in 
the Negotiations which they relate to, or the Inte- 
refting Events contained in them; they will laya 
juft Claim to the Attention of the Reader, and af- 
ford an ample field of Entertainment and Reflec- 
tion. They take in no larger a Space of Time, 
than Part of the Year 1558, all 1559, and Part 
of 1560. But Dr. Forbes, in his Preface, * informs 
us, that He has collected fuch a Series of Important 
Pieces, from the Royal Archives, the Cottonian 11- 
brary and Scotland, as will givea full and clear 
View of almoft every Tranfaction thro’ the whole 
Courfe of Queen Elizabeth's memorable Reign, The 
Doétor obferves very juftly in his Preface, that 
Camden has ftrangely mifreprefented the whole 
Affair of the Peace of Cateau Cambrefis, between 
Henry the 2d, and Q. Elizabeth. According to 
his Account, the latter imagining the Affiftance of 
Spain (who had engaged us in a War with Lraxce) 
not only unferviceable, but unbecoming her Dignity 
and the Honour of England, thought fit to treat 
with the French Kixg apart. Thefe Letters con- 
tribute to fet that important Negotiation in a true 
Light. The firft Overtures for Peacecamefrom Fravce, 
which 9. Elizabeth entertained in fuch a manner, 
as at the fame time that She fhewed her own In- 
clination for Peace, She took care to give no Jea- 

* See Page 5, 6, 7, 2, 9. 
loufy 
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loufy to the King of Spain her Ally. And in her 
final Inftruétions to her Commiffioners the Lord 
Howard of Effingham Lord Chamberlain, the Bi/bop 
of Ely, and Dr. Wotton, She orders them to afk 
the Opinion, Advice, and friendly Affiftances of 
the Spanifh Commiffioners in every Point propofed 
to the French, and prays them to bend their whole 
Induftry to preferve the Amity between Her and 
her good Brother the King of Spain. 

On the other hand, the Commiffioners of Spain, 
(at the head of whom was the famous Duke of A/- 
va;) appear to have acted very honourably with 
regard to the Englifh during the whole Courfe of 
the Treaty. They took care to communicate to 
them the private Conferences between them and the 
French Commiffioners, who endeavoured to create 
Jealoufies beween the Spani/h and the Englifh Mi- 
nifters. They refufed to conclude with France, till 
the Englifh Treaty was ready for Signing, and 
gave their Advice readily and judicioufly.. In the 
Papers relating to this Negotiation, there are 3 that 
deferve particular Confideration. One -+- from Dr. 
Wotton to Secretary Cecil. Another * from the 
Englifo Cormmmiffioners to the Dueen. Anda Third 
| from the Privy Council to the Exglifs Commifii- 
oners, Dr. Wotton’s Letter fhews a great Experi- 
ence in Bufinefs, a thorough Acquaintance with the 
French Court, and a true Zeal in the Service of 
his Country. It is writ ina Style that fhews the 
Heart of the Writer to be affected by what he fays, 
and warm in the Caufe of his Prince. I fhall give 
lome Extracts from it. 

<¢ § For the Peace with Franceno Man can be of 
** other Opinion than that it were to be wifh’d for ; 
‘“¢ but how to come by it is more doubtful: I mean 
‘¢ a Peace indeed, and not a Peice of Paper only, 

t Pagesz, 55, 56, &c. * P15. 40. sg. ||P. 18, 19. 
§ In theie Excracts the Original Orthography 1s not always 
obierved ; and even feveral Words are omitted, 
* containing 
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«¢ containing Words of a Treaty. What my Lords 
<¢ of Arundel, ot Ely, andI thought thereof we 
<¢ have written Home already, and I fome what 
«< privately to Mr. Boxbole. But feeing you require 
“ to underftand fomewhat of my Mind therein 
«© again ; I cannot be eafily perfuaded that we can 
¢¢ have atrue Peace with France, —the Cauies that 
“ move me fo to think are: the ancient Immor- 
«¢ tal Hatred they bear untous ; the great SpiteandIn- 
¢¢ dignation They have at the many and fignal Vic- 
<¢ tories which we have had of them in their own 
‘¢ Country; their infatiable Ambition, whereby 
«© they have partly circumvented, partly oppreffed 
«all their Neighbours, and never ceale fo to do, 
“¢ but when they are not able, or lack Occafion to 
“ do it; the great Defire they have to be re- 
«< venged of us, for that we have fo often letted 
<¢ chem of their Enterprizes when they have gone 
¢¢ about to opprefs their Neighbours; the Pretence 
«¢ they make now by the Scotifh Dueen’s faynidde Title 
* tothe Crown of Exgland; the Occafion and Com- 
«© modity they have now to invade us by Land on 
‘¢ the Scoti/a Side ; and the great Helps they fhall 
«¢ have thereto of the Scots, and peradventure of 
«© fome other Nations, which they will fet our Tops 
“6 too; the moft dangerous Divifions in Religion 
<¢ among ourfelves, whereby they fhall think their 
«© Enterprifes eafier to be brought to pafs ; the poor 
«s Statethe Crownof England is in for lack of Mo- 
¢ ney, which I fearthey underftand too well; the !ack 
“ of good Soldiers, Captains, and all Kind of Am- 
«¢ munition that we have ; the Nakednefs of all our 
« Country, having almoft never a Place well forti- 
« fied to fuftaina Siege; the great Commodity which 
«¢ they look tohave thereby, ifthey may fubdue Ezz- 
¢¢ Jand to them: for bringing that once to pafs (which 
© God forbid) and having England, Scotland, and 
“© Jrleand, no doubtthey wou'd look fhortly after to 
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*¢ be Monarchs of almoft all Europe, and fo they 
“< were like to be indeed. And altho’ they re- 
quired to talk of Peace and will make gay Over- 
‘tures to that Intent, I cannot but fufpedct 
‘¢ that thefe Offers are even like to the Wolf’s Of- 
fers in the Fable, and as you wrote very well 
timeo Danaos, et dona ferentes. As longas we 
fhal] continue good Amity with the King ot Spain, 
it fhall not be fo eafy for the French to obtain 
their Purpofe in England, as they would it were, 
If they may by crafty means, and vain Pro- 
mifes diffever us from Spain, then fhall they think 
<¢ they have good Caufe to fing Te Deum, &c, * 
Dr. Wotton then proceeds to give fome Inftances 
of the Uncertainty of French Promifes and 
Faith, in two remarkableInftances from the French 
and Engli/o Hiftory ; and fuggefts another Reafon 
of their Offers to make a Peace, viz. That they 
may under that Pretence fend Minifters into En- 
gland, who may fow Divifions amongft and cor- 
rupt the Quecen’s Subjects. —— He next gives a 
further Explanation of the Views of the French 
Court, and the Danger that was to be apprehen- 
ded from them, upon accountof the Scots Queen’s 
pretended Title to England, and the Power of 
the Houfe of Guife, who would feek all poffible 
means to fecure their own Influence by aggrand- 
dizing their Neice.—I fhall conclude with quot- 
ing the Dr’s judicious * Sentiments about Renun- 
clations in general, in which he fpeaks the Lan- 
guage of an able Statefman; and as what he 
lays on that Topick, is proved from the Exam- 
ples of times betore he lived, fo it has been ve- 
ried by Inftances of much later Date. “ I 
«¢ have feen Men that ufe to leap go a great way 
‘« back in order to leap the further, and fo I fear, tho’ 
‘* they fhould ufe any fuch Renunciation of the Q, 
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“ of Scots Title, yet that fhould.be only in order 
‘© co leap further, that is to fay, not becaufe the 
Renunciation fhould take Place, but only thereby 
to work, fo that they might the betcer come to 
‘¢ their Purpofe. If you would imagine a ‘Treaty 
<¢ to be made, wherein are many and divers Articles 
“¢ contained, and among others fuch a Renunciati- 
“ on; you know that if one Article-of the Trea- 
“© ty be broken, then all the reft is of none Effect. 
‘¢ And as for Renunciations, we have had meet and 
“¢ good Experience thereof among ourfelves ; for 
¢¢ wein the Treaty of Bretigny renounced the Right 
“and Title to the Kingdom of France, and fo 
«¢ have we done by other Treaties fince; as by the 
“© Treaty called Traétatus perpetue Pacis, made in 
“ the Year 1527. And yet becaufe the French have 
‘© broken all thofe Treaties, we have refumed our 
«¢ renounced Title, —— &c. 


Bruffels, 9th of Fan. 1558. 


€ 
Cc 


a“ 


I cannot help obferving that as well in the whole 
Courfe of thefe Papers, as in all others relating to 
France, which I ever faw, that Court conftantly ap- 
pears in the fame Light, artful and infinuating ; fall 
of fair words,. and hoftile Purpofes ; ready to be- 
gin Injuries, yet apt to complain even of juft Reprifals, 
and difclaiming thofe Wrongs they have committed, 
when they think it nota fitSeafon to maintain them ; a- 
mufing their Enemies with Propofalsof Accommodati- 
on at the fame Time that they are preparing to attack 
them ; and in fhort infolentina Flowot Fortune; rifing 
in their Demands if they are complied with, but 
finking them upona refolute Anfwer.— Toreturn to 
our Collection: Affoon as the Treaty of Cateau 
Cambrefis was figned, 2, Elizabeth tent Lord How- 
ardof Effingbamher Chamberlain, Dr. otren Dean 
of Canterbury and York, and Sir //aac Throckmorton, 
toréceive the French King’s Oath, for the Obfervation 

C of 
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ofthe Peace: Who on his Part fent Monfieur de Mon- 
morency, and the Sieur de Velleville, accompanied by 
four Hoftages for the Delivery of Calais at the End 
of the eighth Year, and a large train, to receive 
Her’s, —— The Difpatches of the former give par- 
ticular Relations of their Journey to the French 
Court, their Reception there, which was very ho- 
nourable and courteous, the Ceremonies of the Ra- 
tification, and the Affairs which then employed the 
French Minifters. The Lord Howardand Dr. Wot- 
ton returned Home after the Ratification was over, 
and Sir N. Throckmorton continued Ambaffador in 
ordinary at the Court of France. The reft of the Vo- 
Jume is taken up with his Letters to the Queen, the 
privy Council, and the Secretary of State: I fhal] give 
a few curious Particulars out of them, when I have 
firft bricfly touched upon his Character, and opened 
the Scene of Bufinefs. He appears to have beena Per- 
fon peculiarly fitted for his Employment, of great 
Addrefs and Penetration, a peculiar Skill in procuring 
Intelligence, and penetrating into the moft fecret Re- 
ceffes of the Freach Cabinet: Zealous in the Service of 
his Miftrefs, unwilling fhe fhould be amufed by Arti- 
ficial Delays, from purfuing what he thought her true 
Intereft, and always apprehenfive of Evafion and 
Slynefs on the Side of France. —He engaged warm- 
ly inthe caufe of the Proteftant Party in France, 
{upporting their Intereft at his own Court by his 
Recommendation, and in France by his Intrigues, in 
fo much that there was never a Plot or Rifing in the 
Kingdom on their Part, but the Englifo Ambaf- 
jador was fufpected by the French Muniiters to be 
at the Bottom of it. Upon Sir N. Throckmorton’s 
Arrival, the Conftable of Monmorency was prime 
Minifter, whofe Difpofitions were inclined to preferve 
the Peace juft concluded between England and 
France, and whofe Prudence tempered the Heatand 
Indifcretion of the Cardinal of Lorrain, and the 


Duke 
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Duke of Guife his Brother, and ballanced the Au- 
thority of that Fation. The Affairs which then 
took up the Attention of the Frexch Court were 
two Marriages, between the Xing of Spain and the 
French King’s Daughter, his Sifter and the Dake of 
Savoy ; the Increafe of the Proteftants, who both 
for Quality and Numbers grew every Day more 
formidable; the Troubles in Scotiand upon Account 
of Religion ; and the Profecution of the Queen of 
Scots (then Wife to the Dauphin’s) Title to Eng- 
land. ——Sir Nicholas Throckmorton, in one of his 
* Letters, gives an Account of the Freach King’s 
repairing to the Parliament, accompanied by his 
Council of State, and of a Speech made there by 
the Cardinal of Lorrain againft the Proteftants; 
requefting Execution to be made of them, and 
Confifcation of their Goods, Several Counfellors 
of the Parliament had the Courage to withftand 
this unjuft Propofition, and were fent to the Battile. 
Throckmorton accounts for this Proceeding, by at- 
tributing it to an Intention in the Guifean Party 
to weaken the Conftable, by attacking him indi- 
rectly in the Perfon of his Friends, many of 
whom, particularly the Prefident Siggier , were fuf- 
pected to favour the Reformed ; and likewife to 
prevent a Defign, which the Proteftants had, of 
prefenting to the King, by the Hands of fome 
Nobleman of their Party, a full Confeffion of 
their Faith. Soon after broke out an Affair, which 
was the firft avowed Caufe of the Quarrel between 
Q. Elizabeth and Q. Mary, viz. the latter’s quar- 
tering the Arms of England. The Lords of the 
Privy-Council - order the Ambaffador to make 
ftrong Remonftranees on that Head, which he 
does to the || Conftable, who tells him, ‘¢* that 
«s it was 2 Matter he had not to do withal, and 
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‘¢ befide his Knowledge; but he would break 
«¢ the fame to the Council, and do all he could 
‘ to the ftaying of that which fhould touch the 
© Queen his Miftrefs’s Honour, to whom, next 
<¢ tothe King his Mafter, he was nroft defirous 
“¢ to do Service.”— Fhe Conftable’s Remonftrances, 
if they were fincere, had however no Effect. Qn 
the contrary, * at the Tournaments celebrated 
in Honour of the Duke of Savoy’s. Marriage,’ Sir 
Nicholas Throckmorton fends word, “ that the 
«© King Dauphin’s Band begun the Jufts, and two 
s¢ Heralds which came before it, who were Scots; 
«< were fair fet out with the Dauphin and Dau- 
«¢ phinefs’s Arms, with a Scutcheon of England 
“ fair expofed to public View.”"——This Claim 
openly juftifed, and the Preparations + made to 
fend Troops into Scotland, under Pretence of fup- 
porting the Queen Regent in appeafing the Diftur- 
bances about Religion, (but as Sir Nicholas Throck- 
morton fays, really to annoy us on that fide 
upon the firft Opportunity) gave ftrong Sufpi- 
cions at the Engiifh Court; and the vigilant 
Ambaffador fails not to infift on thefe Circum- 
{tances as ftrong Marks of the bad Intentions of 
France, and exhorts the Minifters here to prepare 
in Time againft them,——Matters foon grew more 
embroiled, after the Death of Henry II. €who was 
killed at the above-mentioned Jufts; where Sir 
Nicholas Throckmorton was prefent), the Conftable’s 
Retreat, and the Afcendant of the Gut/ean Party 
over the Councils of their Niece and Francis II. 
her Hufband.—§ Q. Elizabeth || was with Reafon 
apprehenfive, from the Intelligence fhe had re- 
ceived from Throckmorton, of fome private Conful- 
tations amongf{t the French Minifters, whether the 
King fhould not take the Style of King of England, 
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that an open Rupture would enfue, and therefore 
fends Orders to her Ambaflador, in cafe thofe 
Deliberations were put in Execution, not to pre- 
fent his Letter of Credence, but remain at Court 
as a private Gentleman till farther Directions from 
her.—The French took a middle way :* For at 
the Interment of Henry I]. the new King was pro- 
claimed in the ufual Style, but a Seal was made 
for the Ufe of the French Queen in Scottifh Affairs, 
with the Arms of Fraxce and England quarter’d, 
and the Infcription about the Seal ftiled her Maria 
Dei Gratia Regina Francie, <Anglie §F Scotia. 
However, the Ambaffador + not long after had an 
Audience of the French King, to congratulate him 
on his Acceffion to the Throne. Whilft thefe 
Things were in Agitation, the French made Prepa- 
rations at feveral of their Ports, as Dieppe, Calais, 
and New-haven, for tranfporting of, Men of War 
into Scotland, and one Oéfavian was appointed to 
command the firft Body .that was fent there, who 
was afterwards to be fupparted with ftronger Force ; 
it being the Intention of the French |(as Lhrockmor- 
ton. informs the Queen) “ to proceed by degrees, 
‘© and take footing one after another, and are 
‘* utterly determin’d, being once able, to ufe Cru- 
«¢ elty towards the Noblemen and Gentlemen in 
Scotland ; to take their Lives from them, and 
s* to annex their Lands as forfeited to the Crown 
‘© of Scotland.” In another Letter he fays, * it 
ss is in no wifeto be fuffered, that the French fhall 
“ opprefs the Scots that now favour the Religion, 
or that any fuch Number of the French were 
‘¢ fuffered to land, as may afterwards annoy Eng- 
“¢ lang.— 

The Queen being thus timely forewarn’d, put 
her Kingdom in fuch a Readinefs to refift any At- 
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tempts of the French, who had even formed a De- 
fign to furprife Berwick, that they themfelves be- 
gan to be apprehenfive for Calais, which Sir Ni- 
cholas Lhreckmorton had difcovered they never in- 
tended to reftore. ‘* * Some Tenants it feems had 
« refufed to take a Leafe of fome Lands within 
‘ the Pale of Calais, becaufe they faid it was by 
«© Treaty to be reftored to the Exgli/h within eight 
«© Years, The Cardinal of Lorrain order’d the 
‘¢ Fyench King’s Officer, who was to let out the 
«© Lands, to tell the Tenants fecretly, that their 
«¢ Leafes fhould run for as long as the Town con- 
«¢ tinued in the Frenxch Pofleffion, fince there was 
«6 no Reftitution meant.——~ 

Soon after the Death of Henry II. the King of 
Navarre a Proteftant was fent for to Court. The 
Englifb Ambaflador, ftudious to engage him in 
the Intereft af his Soveraign, fent Killigrew his 
Secretary to meet him on the Road, and deliver 
him a Letter from Q. Elizabeth; and upon his 
Coming to Paris had a private Conference with 
him, in which the K. of Navarre fhewed great 
Affection for the Queen, and told Sir Nicholas 
that he intended to fend one fpeedily to the Queen 
with his Mind in fundry Things, and would write 
to her in his own Hand, €#e. 

Jult about this time Sir P. Mewtas, a Gentle- 
man of good Addrefs, and Knowledge of the 
French Court, was fent over to Throckmorton, with 
Inftructions to procure a Confirmation of the late 
Treaty from the reigning King ; and the t latter, 
who began to grow very uneafy in his Employ- 
ment, and prefs’d in every Letter to be recalled, 
recommended him as a fit Perfon to be made Am- 
baflador in his room, as one well verfed in the 
Manners and Language of the Country, and very 
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agreeable to them, On the 18th of September the 
new King was crowned at Rheims, and afterwards 
the Court took a Progrefs into Lorrain, where 
Sir Nicholas Throckmorton followed it, and fends 
regular Advertifements of their moft fecret De- 
figns, * 

In a Letter dated from Rheims he fends Advice, 
«© that the French were in practife for the taking 
“© of Portfmouth and the Ife of Wight, and had 
«s made Enquiry for Charts of the fame. In 
«¢ another, that Offavian had landed the French- 
<¢ men in Scotland at Dalkeith; as for Labres and 
«¢ the Bifhop of Arniers, they were not as yet 
«¢ Janded. He was likewife very importunate, 
«¢ that he might be permitted to come Poft, and 
<¢ fpeak with the Queen, on fome Matters that 
<< could not well be committed to Writing.” 
However, before he could obtain this Permiffion, 
he followed the Court to Bar-le-duc in Lorrain, 
where a Feaft was celebrated in Honour of the 
Order of St. Michael. This Affiduity of his was 
taken notice of, and the Duke of Guwi/e told the 
King one Day at Dinner, + “* Sir, You may fee 
se that Mr. L’ 4mbaffadeur is a good Hunter, and 
«¢ will not leave your Company, whereas all the 
« reft do leave you in the plain Field.”——When 
the French Court departed from Bar-Je-duc on a 
Hunting-Progrefs to feveral Seats of the Duke of 
Guife, Sir Nicholas made a Tour to Mentz, Thi- 
anville, Nancy, and other Towns in thofe Parts, 
not omitting to fend from thence very important 
Advices ; ** that Maffiques was fent with twelve 
«« Enfigns of Foot into Scotland; that he was in- 
«© formed by one who had fpoken with the Mar- 
“¢ quis D’Albeut, that the faid Marquis, upon. 
«° Talk of Matters in Scotland, made an Over- 
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“ ture to him of the Commodity and Advantage 
«< they had now for the landing Men of War in 
Scotland, under Colour of chaftifing the Scots 
for their Wilfulnefs in Religion, and how they | 
fhould be able thereby to profecute the French a 
Queen’s Right there, when Time was for the d 
purpofe, and to Set upon Land by that means 
as many as they would; faying, the Scots fhould 
be chaftifed, and taught to know themfelves, 
and when they had fmarted well enough for 4 
their Folly, that then the Scots, at leaft fuch as te 
were wife, knowing their Purpofe and right- J 
ful Quarrel, would follow them, and do as 
<< they did.——The Marquis inquired of England, 
«s and the Situation thereof ; and upon the faid 
«© Gentleman’s Declaration, confefs’d the Landings 
<¢ were not very commodious. Notwithftanding he 
«¢ faid they would begin by Land; and whereas 
«© England thought to fet all on a Day, they 
<¢ would keep us well enough from that, and be- 
<¢ gin petit a petit, as they did in Piedmont, and 
enlarge their Borders, and withal find the Means 
‘¢ to trouble us otherwife; and fo willed him to 
‘¢ hearken towards the Spring, for then he went 
“© into Scotland, and then alfo he would help to 
awaken us, &c. | 
Soon after this Difpatch Sir N. Throckmorton re- 
ceived a Permiffion from the Quzex to return for a 
very fhort Time to Exglakd, and an Order to noti- 
a | fy the fame to the French King ; the Ambaffador 

| fet out immediately for London, leaving Killigrew 
and Fones Agents at the French Court during his 
Abfence. | 

J fhall here clofe my Extract of Dr. Forbes’s 
Collection. From the View I have given of it, thofe 
who are verfed in Hiftory will be able to form a 
a Judgment of its Merits; the Part I have left 
Ff wnabridged contains a great many curious Particu- 
i : lars, 
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ars, and that from whence I have drawn my A- 
bridgment, has feveral which I was forced to omit, 
for tear of {welling this Article beyond the limits 
of your Journal. It would perhaps be no Unenter- 
taining Employment to compare the Accounts given 
us by Zhuanus and Davila, Hiftorians of Credit 
and Eminence, with the Relations of the fame Pe- 
riod of Time, by Sir Nicholas Throckmorton, A 
Period remarkable for a Variety of Interefting E- 
vents, in which Political Motives were frequently 
concealed under the Mafk of Religion, and the per- 
fecuting Spirit of one Party excited a turbulent one 
in the other. When Boldnefs and Diffimulation, 
Fraud and Cruelty, Conftancy and Perfidy, Ho- 
nefty and Intrigue, in fhort the whole Train of Vi- 
ces and Virtues appear on the Stage in their turns, 
and prefent a Scene equally various and furprifing. 
To make the Comparifon ftill more extenfive, ’tis 
to be wifh’d Dr. Forbes may give us the reft of Sir 
N. Throckmorton’s Negotiations in France ; and be 
able to connect Queen Elizabeth's Affairs at that Court, 
jn a continued Series of the Difpatches of the Mini- 
{ters fhe employed there. The Regency of Carhe- 
vine de Medicis, muft be fet out in lively Colours by 
fo mafterly a hand as that of Sir Nicholas Throckmor- 
ton. Nor can the Reader fail of being ftrongly af- 
feéted with the Heroick Actions of the Prince of 
Conde, and Admiral Coligny, defcribed by one, who 
perhaps had no fmall Share in forming their Refo- 
Jutions, and exciting them to vindicate their oppref- 
fed Religion by Arms, againft the Perfecution and 
Bigotry of their Enemies. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE III. 


The Chriftian Free-thinker: Or, an Epiffolary 
Difcourfe concerning Freedom of Thought. 
In which are contained Obfervations on the 
Lives and Writings of Epicurus, Lucretius, 
Petronius, Cardan, Bruno, Vanini, and 
Spinofa. Lonpon, Printed for J. Ro- 
BERTS, near the Oxford-Arms, im War- 
wick Lane. 1740. Odfavo, Pages 66. 


*: H¥ Defign of this Piece isto mortify the Va- 

nity of our petulant Infidels, who affume to ji 
themfelves, with fo little Reafon, the glorious Cha- if 
racter of Free-thinkers, whilethey would reprefent “ 
all, who, upon the moft warrantable Grounds, al- 
low of, and fubmit to a Revelation of Truth and 
Duty, asthe mean Vafials of Superstition and 
PRIESTCRAFT. Inorder to this, our Author en- 
deavours to prove, that Free-thinking, in the mo- 
dern and fafhionable Senfe of that Term, has been 
the Source of the moft enormous Errors, and the 
Parent of the moft vain, ridiculous, and wicked 
Rites of religious Worfhip ; and that Free-thinkers 
have, in al] Times, betrayed themfelves to be an 
uneafy, inconftant, vapourifh, defultory Set of 
Men, and, in a word, perfect Self-tormentors. 

He begins with defining Superftition and Prieft- a 
craft. The former he underftands to be “ the Ef- « 
“¢ fett of a falfe and groundlefs Notion of the di- 
¢* vine Power, imprinting Terror on the Mind, 
¢ and fo begetting, at beft, but a flavifh Obedi- 

‘< ence, which too often is irrational,?” The latter 
he makes to be * that fraudulent Art, by which 
“ the Impious propagate Superftition among the 
“© Unwary, and frequently lead Men into defperate 
«© Aéts of Wickednefs, while they make a Sem- 

: ‘¢ blance 
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<¢ blance of inftructing them in fupereminent Pi- 
‘© ety.” 

For the Origin of thefe two odious Things, which 
are of ancient Date, our Author directs us to Egypr 
and Babylon. The Religion of thefe famous Na- 
tions was the Invention of their Priefts, and was 
evidently fictitious, abfurd, and calculated purely 
to keep the People.in blind Subjection and Slavery. 
e—— All eminent Free-thinkers, he fays, begin with 
ftudying the theological Syftems of thefe People, 
and having, thoroughly acquainted themfelves with 
their Foibles, transter the Arguments, with which 
they have effectually battered them, to play upon 
Religions of later Date. 

Thefe Syftems owe their Birth entirely to the 
unconfined Wit of Man. If they had come from 
God, they would have been, as our Author ob- 
ferves, confiftent and uniform: But they were not 
fo. The Egyptians afferted, (according to Diodo- 
rus Siculus) that the World was made in Time; 
the Chaldeans, that both it and Mankind exifted 
from all Eternity. Thefe Syftems, then, were 
indubitably the Produét of human Invention, 
of Thoughts unconfined, or, to fpeak out, of 
Free-thinking. ——“ It muft, he fays, be fo for 
«* many Reafons. Superftition is an unreafonable 
s¢ Terror, arifing from a falfe Idea of the Divine 
¢ Nature. This cannot come from God; he is 
¢¢ the Father and Fountain of Truth; it {prings 
¢ therefore from Man, and not from reftrained or 
s¢ narrow thinking, but from a boundlefs Defire of 
«¢ tranfgreffing all Limits, and a Refolution of 
“ feigning new and unexifting Worlds, that is, 
«¢ framing them in Idea, rather than own a Defi- 
«© ciency in Underftanding, and a Want of Power 
“¢ to comprehend the Things whichare. Now the 
¢ Contrivers of all fuch Syftems are truly and pro- 
« perly Priefts toGods of their own making ; and 
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¢£ the Art and Invention, fhewn in thefe Contri- 
“ vances, is, without Queftion, Prieft-craft ; by 
“ which it very oddly, and yet plainly appears, 
“ that thofe Opinions, which, it is faid, Free- 
<< thinking would extrude, are, in fact, the Fruits 
*s of Free-thinking,” : 

To juftify what he here advances, our Author 
puts us in mind of Lucretius, the Laureat of Free- 
thinkers. His whole Aim was to deliver his Dif- 
ciples from the Apprehenfion of fiery Lakes, aveng- 
ing Furies, and all the Terrors of the Pagan Hell. 
But he advifes us to think with ourfelves, in what 
Senfe Lucretius and his Followers are to be under- 
ftood. Will we reftrain them to the Hell of A%- 
mer and the Poets? Let them, he fays, deftroy it, 
tho’ he does not fee how their Arguments will do 
even that. But, as he goes on, granting they could, 
what would this be more than pulling down by 
Free-thinking, what Free-thinking had fet up? 
The reft of the World have nothing to do with 
thefe Squabbles: The Poets, who have the freeft 
Thoughts of any Men, adorn the gloomy Subject 
of eternal Mifery with terrible Defcriptions ; they 
pafs on the Vulgar, when at the Mercy of Free- 
thinkers, for Faéts; then come the Philofophers, 
and in confequence of their Inquiries, demolifh the 
Poets Struéture. The Amount of all this is no more, 
than that one Body of Wits defeated another. 

But Lucretius not only derides the poetical Hell, 
which is of human Invention, but argues alfo againft 
the Poffibiliry of a future State. Now this, our 
Author fays, is quite another Queftion ; fora future 
State is neither an Invention of Poets, or of any 
other Free thinkers ; nor is ita Truth difcoverable 
by Free-thinking: But it is a Truth received ano- 


ther way, and therefore Free-thinking hath no 


Power over it. To prove this, he has given us a 
View of the Epicurean Scheme drefs’d up by Lu- 
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cretius, fo far as it relates to this Matter: By which 
it appears, that the utmoft Stretch of their Free- 
thinking produced nothing thereupon but a Set of 
chimerical and abfurd Vagaries, that afford not the 
leaft Knowledge or Satistaction to any intelligent 
and impartial Inquirer. 

Having reprefented the Nonfenfe of Free-think- 
ing, in the common Acceptation of that Term, our 
Author proceeds to fhew its Inconftancy and Reft- 
leffnefs. He does not intend hereby to caft any con- 
tumelious Reflections on the Seét, as if he looked on 
them in the Light of wavering, uneafy, and irre- 
folute Perfons, in confequence of a wrong Turn 
of Mind, Deficiency in Underftanding, or Imbe- 
cility of Judgment: Quite the contrary; he aflures 
us, he has all the Regard for Free-thinkers they 
deferve ; and what he infifts on, is the natural Ten- 
dency of their Opinions, which, as he apprehends, 
induces that Reftleffhefs, and thofe quick Revolu- 
tions in Sentiment, which feem inherent to every 
Free-thinker. | 

The very Notion of Free-thinking, as it is re- 
ceived by the Profeffors of it, excludes, he fays, 
any immoveable Principle, or any invariable Rule 
for regulating their Speculations; — and this he 
owns to be reafonable, according to their Scheme: 
For fince, in Oppofition to the Vulgar, they give 
no heed to what any Nzma’s report on the Credit of 
their Egeria’s, he fees no Caufe, he fays, why they 
fhould pay that Refpect to any Man’s Reafon, 
which they refufe to Revelation, or why they 
fhould idolize Opinion after rejecting Faith: To 
him this feems juft and well founded ; but then he 
befeeches the Gentlemen he writes to, to fix their 
Eyes upon its Confequences, not fuch as are im- 
puted to Free-thinking by its exprefs Enemies, but 
fuch as are natural and unavoidable, fuch as are 
confefied 
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confeffled by Free-thinkers themfelves. Thefe he 
fets forth in five or fix Pages. 

He takes notice, that human Reafon varies ex- 
tremely ; what one Man apprehends to be of the 
higheft Importance, to another appears of no Con- 
fequence at all. A Syftem vehemently fupported 
by its Votaries, is as violently decried by its Op- 
pofers. An Impatience of Ignorance in rela- 
tion toour Being, our Duties, and the Duration of 
our Exiftence, has prompted Men of Abilities, in 
all Ages, to exercife their Thoughts on thefe Sub- 
jects, as the moft fublime in their Nature, and of 
greateft Importance to themfelves. In confequence 
of this, they have indulged their Thoughts freely in 
examining themfelves, their Fellow Creatures, and 
all the animal, vegitative, and mineral Kingdoms, 
not fearing afterwards to fcale the Heavens, and pafs 
the Limits of the World. Hence, as he goes on, 
the Variety of Conjectures concerning the Prin- 
ciple of the Univerfe, which fome Wife-men, 7. ¢. 
Free-thinkers, held to be Fire, others Air, others 
Water, &c. Hence innumerable other Sentiments, 
as oppofite in themfelves, maintained and impugned 
with equal Ingenuity. Hence that Eagernefs, with 
which Philofophers profecuted their Inquiries, and 
that Obftinacy, with which they defended what they 
publifhed as the Refult of them; tho’, as our Au- 
thor remarks, they rarely aéted in their Lives, ac- 
cording to the Syftemis they efpoufed in their 
Schools. 

To account for this, he would have us confider, 
that the greateft Philofophers are, no more than o- 
thers, exempt from certain Infirmities of Mind, 
anc various external Incidents, which operate on the 
Underftanding, and influence our moft ferious 
Thoughts: A fufficient Reafon this, as he fays, not 
only why Men do not think alike on all wer 
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but alfo why the fame Man fhould alter his Senti- 
ments on the fame Head in different Times of Life. 

There are other Reafons affigned by our Author 
for the Inftability of philofophick Judgments : The 
laft of them is, The Objeéts they confider, are 
difproportionate to their Faculties. One Man may 
have much better Eye-fight than another ; fo it is 
as to the Capacities of Men, they may, they do 
differ exceedingly , but ftill all human Capacities 
are finite. They ferve perfectly well for our daily 
Occafions ; they enable us to feed ourfelves pro- 
perly, to provide warm Cloathing, to erect conveni- 
ent Dwellings, and to form Societies for our own 
Conveniency, as well as Safety. But when we pufh 
our Inquiries beyond ufeful Points, we acquire fome- 
times Notions we take for Knowledge, but in the 
End they prove only Chimera’s. It is true, that 
Geography, Aftronomy, Navigation, and many 
other Branches of Science, flatter Mens Minds with 
the pleafing Ideas of univerfal Comprehenfion ; 
but this arifes from our own Vanity, from our fix- 
ing our Attention wholly on what we fee, and neg- 
lecting what is hid from us; fince in all thefe Arts, 
there are many Things we know but imperfectly, 
and not a few, of which we know nothing at all. 

But, as our Author adds, fuppofing theie and ail 
other Sciences could be attained in Perfection by 
Mankind, how fhort do thefe fall of the Wifdom 
neceffary to frame and govern the Univerfe? Yet 
to this, thofe who have reafoned in favour of un- 
bounded Thought, have eagerly pretended, and 
expected as profound Submiffion, as if in reality 
they had been prefeat when Narure was in Labour, 
and had feen all things in their firft Porms.—How- 
ever, even to thefe Doubts wiil occur; tor the 
Mind contemplating inone Light, fees Grounds of 
Satisfaction, and yet, whea it examines the fame 
Object in another, new Phaenomena being difco- 
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vered, — it perceives that utter Incapacity it is un- 
der, of accounting for all the Works of infinite 
W ifdom,and Power. Such is the Condition of Man, 
that while he employs his Reafon for ufeful Pur- 
pofes, he finds it a clear, ftrong, and every way 
fuficient Light ; but when he endeavours to ex- 
ceed his Sphere, when he would become more than 
a Man, when he emulates the next Order of rea- 
fonable Beings, and feeks the Privilege of Angels, 
his Reafon deceives him, he fickens like Phaeton 
at the Appearance of celeftial Light, and tumbling 
from on high, teaches, by his haplefs Fall, more 
Caution unto others. It is very poffible, our Au- 
thor fays, that Libertines may think of oppofing 
to this Way of Reafoning Matters of Fact. He is 
ready to join Iffue with them uponthis Head; and 
to convince them how little thar is like to prove for 
the Advantage of their Caufe, he briefly runs over 
the Hiftory of the moft eminent Free-thinkers, an- 
cient and modern, and remarks their Want of Stea- 
dinefs, Fortitude, and Conftancy, their frequent 
Defertions of their own Principles, and their fink- 


ing in Conduét below even the ordinary Race of = 


Mankind, whom they affeét fo much to contemn, 

He begins with Epicurus, the moft celebrated 
Free-thinker of Antiquity, and proceeds fuccef- 
fively to Lucretius, Petronius Arbiter, Jerome 
Cardan, ‘Fordanus Bruno, Lucilio Vanini, and, 
finally, Spinofa. I will mention a few of thofe 
Particulars which make up his Account of thefe 
famous Infidels, 

With regard to Epicurus he tells us, that he has 
read the principal Admirers of his Philofophy, and 
owns they have fully cleared him of the Calumnies 
of his Enemies; but that, notwithftanding, it is 
certain he was quite a different Perfon from what 
his own Difciples thought him, and thefe modern 
Apologifts reprefent him ; far from being himfelf a 


happy 
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happy Man, or capable of inftructing others in the 
Art of arriving at true Happinefs. 

He forefaw the Pleafures of his Garden would be 
imbittered, if his Scholars amufed themfelves with 
any Confiderations about their future State; he 
therefore taught, that Death was the abfolute Pe- 
riod of human Being, and that the Gods meddled 
not in the Jeaft with the Affairs of Mankind. But 
this, our Author fays, was teaching what could not 
anfwer his End of preventing Doubts and Fears ; 
for, firft, this was a Doétrine which would not bear 
examining; and, /econdly, it left Men under the 
Dominion of blind Chance, inftead of a wife Pro- 
vidence, which was furely a bad Exchange, and a 
very odd Way of procuring Quiet. If his Dif- 
ciples believed this, they muft daily expect to fee 
the Firmament crack, the Sun lofe halt his Light, 
their Gardens hoifted into favage Mountains, or co- 
vered by invading Seas. Thefe are all fit Works of 
Chance. But they lived chearfully and merrily, 
and therefore certainly they did not believe it: How 
then were they Philofophers? ;Or how did their 
Mafter’s Wifdom (as he and they loudly boafted) 
deliver them from Fear? Inftead, therefore, of 
owing their Felicity to Free-thtnking, thefe Epicu- 
reans muft be indebted for what they enjoyed, to 
their not thinking at all. 

But, further, Epicuras, who made fo free with all 
Authority whatfoever, who would fubmic neither to 
univerfal Reafon nor Experience, was, himfelf, ex- 
tremely dogmatical, and would bear not the leaft 
Contradiction. His /p/e dixit was the Meafure and 
Boundary of Science. Was Epicurus flilid in free- 
thinking? if he was, as our Author fays, then the 
only way to prevent Confufion, and fecure Happi- 
nefs, is to eftablifh a certain Scheme of Doctrines, 
(no matter whether true or falfe) and forbid all Ex- 
amination or Difpute about them, that is, exclude 
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Free-thinking for ever, on the Word of one Free- 
thinker. 

But to carry the Matter ftill farther, and to prove 
Free-thinkers a reftlefs fort of People, our Author 
having, ashe thinks, fhewn, that implicite Faith was 
in Epicurus’s Opinion the fole means of keeping up 
any Syftem deduced by Free-thinking, he proceeds to 
prove, that this great Philofopher was not a little irre- 
folute himfelf. He denied Providence, yet he wor- 
fhip’d the Gods, with all exterior marks of Fervency ; 
nay, he carried this yet a greater Length, finceamong 
his numerous Writings, there were many Treatifes of 
Devotion, What are wetothink of allthis? if we give 
Credit to his Doétrines, Prayer is nothing lefs than a 
Duty ; if we yield any Faith to his Practice, then no- 
thing appears of greater Importance, —— 

Asfor Lucretius, our Author has the fame Ob- 
jections to him, as to his Mafter Epicurus; that is 
to fay, he finds him vifibly uneafy, unfteady, and 
inconfiftent. He employs about feven Pages in the 
Proot of this Charge. 

It is natural to mention next a Free-thinking: 
Martyr : Such a one was Petronius Arbiter; one of 
the moft applauded among the Epicureans, and 
efpecially commended by the Moderns, as one tu- 
perior, while living, to all the Wits of his Time, 
and equal, in his Death, to MZ. 4. Seneca, the mott 
diftinguifhed of the Philofophers. But in the midi 
of thefe Praifes, it is not denied, that he was the 
moft inconfiftent Man ever drew Breath. He 
had great Talents for Bufinefs, with a ftrong Pro- 
penfity to Idlenefs ; no-body better underftood the 
Folly of being wicked, no-body ran deeper into 
Wickednefs, than he. Abfurdity in Pleafure his 
nice Tafte could not endure, but an immodeft and 
luxurious Life hit this Tafte exactly. His 
Thoughts were often impious, rarely modeft, but 
his Latin pure to a Proverb, To fum up all, he 

thought 
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thought the Day fit for nothing but fnoring, for 
which Caufe he indulged his Pleafures during the 
Night. 

There is a deal more which our Author al- 
ledges in Difparagement of Petronius, and to fhew 
with how little Reafon he is fet up to rival Seneca 
in the Article of dying. 

Thefe three Free-thinkers which have been men- 
tioned make fo great a Figure amongft thofe of 
Antiquity, that our Author thinks he needs fay no- 
thing more on this Subject: But judges it very ex- 
pedient, a few of the Moderns fhould be run over, 
that it may be feen, Time has made no Alteration 
in this Matter, but that all Free-thinkers have con- 
tinued uneafy, inconftant, vapourifh, full of Flights, 
and in a word, perfect Self-Tormentors. 

He begins with the celebrated Ferome Cardan : 
The rather, as this man, he fays, methodized and 
fugeefted Arguments in fupport of certain Notions 
which to this Day are Favourites with Free-thinkers ; 
nay, are laid up among their 4rcana, and are, when 
produced, held the higheft Flights of human In- 
telligence, and irrefragable Bars againft believing. 
With regard then to him, he firft recounts a few 
Circumftances of his Life (as they were recorded 
by his own Pen) and then goes on to confider fome 
of his extraordinary Opinions : his Hiftory enlight- 
ening his Doétrines, as thofe again appear to take 
Rife from his Conftitution or his Circuinftances; an 
Obfervatior, he fays, too often verified in the Broach- 
ers of new Notions or Revivers of ancient Herefies. 

There are many Singularities inour Author’s Ac- 
countof this philofophical Coxcomb, but I have not 
room for their Recital, and for the fame Reafon I 
pafs over all he relates of ordanus Brunus, Lucilio 
Vanini, and Spinoza. The Reader who would or 
needs to be acquainted with them, mutt have recourfe 
to the Original. I will conclude this Article with 
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the Subftance of thofe Obfervations which, our Au- 
thor fays, naturally fpring from thefe Men’s Cha- 
racters, and with which he fhutsup this Treatife. 

Firft then, it feems to him plain, that none of 
thefe eminent Free-thinkers have done much Service 
tothe World. £picurus led with his Friends an in- 
dolent Life in his Gardens, Lucretius lived diftrac- 
ted, therefore he could not benefit Society. Petro- 
nius made a Figure, asa Man of Pleafure, in the 
Court of Nero; but that was making no very ami- 
able Figure in Life. Cardan’s whole Bufinefs was 
to abufe others, and to defend himfelf from the A- 
bufes fuch a Conduct induced. ardano Bruno ran 
up and down the World, teaching the Lullian Art, 
and the reft of his Chimera’s. Vanini publifhed no- 
thing which can be called of publick Utility. Andas 
for Spinoza, making Spectacles is the beft thing 
we know of him. 

But next, they did little or no Good to themfelves, 
This, he thinks, hehas proved at large in the fore- 
part of this Difcourfe, Here he only fays, that Imagi- 
nation on the Stretch, boundlefs Speculations, ever- 
lafting Doubts, and ever varying Ideas, are fo great 
Additions to the inevitable Labours of human Life, 
and the Anxieties which neceffarily attend it, that we 
need notftand amazed at the Perplexities of Free-think- 
ers, or pretend to wonder at their ftepping now and 
then after Lucretius’s Mode into the other World. 
On the contrary, we ought rather to admire their 
Conitancy when they decline this Remedy, and bear 
up againft the Storms of Fortune. 

Take them in any Light whatfoever, confider 
their Lives, contemplate their Deaths, view their 
Doétrines, ftill, as our Author goes on, there is no- 
thing lovely in the Profpect. Can we compare Epi- 
curusto Socrates, or Spinoza to Grotius ? can we, 
without departing from common Senfe, applaud the 
Livesof any of thefe Sages? If we cannot do this, 

why 
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why fhould we tread in their Steps? why adhere to a 
Plan we do not intirely approve ? 

It muft be acknowledged, that this Scheme is very 
captivating in its firft Appearance, becaufe it pro- 
mifes to exalt us in a manner above our Species ; but 
then, if we want Penetration enough to difcern the 
Fallacy of fuch Promifes, our Author would have 
us reflect on the Examples he has given, and by 
them learn to moderate our Thirft for Science, and to 
direét our Inquiries, fo as to obtain what is fit for us, 
rather than run on in endlefs Purfuits. Finally he fays, 

The genuine Ends of thinking, feem to be Peace, 
Eafe, and Beneficence. In order to enjoy the firft, 
we muft fix our Notions in refpect to our Being, its 
Source, Duration, and End of enduring, or, in other 
Words, our Duty towards God. By the fecond, is 
to be underftood the Poffeffion of whatever is neceffary 
and convenient for that Part of our being, which is af- 
figned usin this World. And by the laft, is in- 
tended the Extention of our good Offices to our Bre- 
thren, or in the chriftian Style, Works of Charity, 
A due Capacity for thefe things, is the fupreme 
Happinefs of Man, that 1s,as Man, which includes 
an Ideaof Imperfection mix’d with a Hope of thake- 
ing it off. 


OO Ee 


ARTICLE IV. 


The Ruin and Recovery of Mankind: or, an 
Attempt to vindicate the Scriptural Account 
of thefe great Events upon the plain Principles 
of Reafon. With an Anfwer to various Diff- 
culties relating to original Sin, the univerfal 
Depravation of Nature, and the over|pread- 
ing Curfe of Death; general Offers of Grace 
fo all Men, and the certain Salvation of fome; 
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the Cafe of the Heathen Nations, and the 
State of dying Infants. W hereto are fubjoin- 
ed three fhert Efjays, viz. The Proof of 
Man’s Fall by bis Mifery; the Imputation of 
Sin and Righteoufnefs ; andthe Guilt and De- 
filement of Sin. London: printed for R, 
Hett and I. Brackftone, at the Bible and 
Crown in the Poultry. 1740. Odfavo. Pages 
432, befides fome Appendages. 
1 Here has been a great deal of Diffention a- 
mong Chriftians, concerning the Points above 
mentioned. Every one has heard of the Quar- 
rels thereon, between the Orthodox and Pelagians 
of old; and between the Ca/vinifis and Arminians 
of later Days. All! Parties have pleaded Scripture, 
and, the truth is, all Parties have feemed to be 
countenanced thereby. Some, in the mean time, 
without pretending to impeach Revelation, have 
thought thefe Doétrines to be myfterious and inex- 
plicable Matters, which we are not in the leaft con- 
cern’d to inquire about ; while others have taken Oc- 
cafion therefrom to difpute the Infpiration of the fa- 
cred Writings, judging that Book could never come 
trom God, which was fo equivocal as to favour di- 
ametrically different Tenets. Some again, who have 
a Veneration for the Bible, have grievoufly perplex- 
ed themfelves in reconciling the Paffages of it, re- 
latingtothefe Heads, which apparently contradi¢t one 
another ; fome who would not rejeét that Rule of 
Faith, bave made a fhift to model or glofs over thofe 
Texts which look calviniftically, fo as to reconcile 
them tolerably with the 4rminian Scheme; and o- 
thers have looked upon that as a vain Attempt, and 
firmly perfuaded of the Calvixifm of Scripture, 
| have confidered that Circumftance as a decifive Proof 
| of its Impofture ; feeing no Doétrine derived from 
i God can clafh with our rational Notions of the Per- 
| 
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feétions of his Nature, as thofe ufually termed cal- 
viniftical plainly do. 

I look upon our Author as one, who profoundly 
reverences the divine Oracles, who thinks them 
conformable to Ca/vin’s Principles, but who, at the 
fame Inftant, is fenfible of the feeming Incongruity 
of thefe with the Ideas we ufually frame of the mo- 
ral Attributes of the Deity ; and therefore has here 
fet himfelf to remove that Opprobrium, by finding 
out certain Media, whereby the real Confiftency of 
them therewith may be evinced. Leet us fee how he 
expreffes himfelf to this Purpofe in his Preface, He 
jays, 

‘ Amidft the Darknefs of our degenerate State, 

“ God has been pleafed to furnifh us with two Springs 
‘© of Light, to lead us into the Knowledge of our 
* own Mifery, and to direct us in the way to his Fa- 
¢c yourandourown Happinefs. Thefe are well known 
« bythe Names of Rea/on and Revelation, 1. e. the 
«© Reafon of Man and the Revelation of God. 
‘¢ Right Reafon is ever uniform and confiftent 
with itfelf, and is the fame in all Ages. ’*T was 
<< given to Man at firft, to teach him all that we 
¢ call natural Religion; and even now, in its di- 
«© minifhed Glory, it gives fufficient Evidence of 
« our Ruin, and affures us feelingly of our univer- 
<< fal Degeneracy, our loft Innocency and Peace: 
«¢ It affords us alfo many Hints of the favourable 
“ Condefcenfions of divine Mercy,the Neceffity of 
“¢ our Repentance of Sin, and our Truftin divine 
«© Grace, in order to our Recovery. 

‘+ It is granted, that the Dictates of Reafon a- 
‘¢ monegft fallen Mankind, have been mingled with 
«© a thoufand Prejudices, Weakneffes, and Wan- 
¢ derings, with the Miitakes of Fancy, and the Fol- 
“ jies of Superftition ; and at beft it has not been 
“ found of itfelf praétically fufficient to inftruét us 
“ in all things that relate to our Soul’s Salvation ; 
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yet ftill Reafon is a Lightgiven us by God himéelt, 
and it has very much to do in our Direétion to- 
wards our prefent Duty and our final Felicity. 

‘¢ But fince our Reafon is fo defective both in its 
Difcovery of our Ruinand our Reftoration, God 
has been pleafed to teach us in a more immediate 
manner by the Light of Revelation, and has given 
to Mankind early Difcoveries of his Mind and 
Will before Scripture was written ; and then, by 
Mo/es and other Holy Writers, he has furnifhed 
them with a Knowledge of their original Apof- 
tacy from God, their Guilt and Wretchednefs ; 
and he has been ever fince leading them onwards 
by different Steps or Degrees towards the full 
Difcovery of his Will and their Salvation by 
Jefus Chrift the Mediator. 

«© And fince the Revelations of God to Men have 
been fo very early and various, and have been 


‘ delivered tous by different Perfons and in diffe. 
+ rent Ages, there may be fome Difficulties arifing 


from this Variety, there may be fome feeming In- 
confiftences between the feveral Parts of it, and 
fome fuppofed Oppofitions tothe Light of Reafon: 
Yet itiscertain thatthe two only Lights which God 
hath favoured us with, in order to learn his Will 
and our Duty, can never contradict themfelves 
nor each other. There is not any one Part of di- 
vine Revelation which is really inconfiftent with 
Reafon, or with any other Part of Revelation it- 
felt. There is certainly a glorious Connexion and 
ciwine Harmony between them all, and all join 


‘ rogether to make up one compleat Scheme, gra- 


duaily advancing to Perfection, and terminating 
and ceatering at laft in our full Recovery to the 
Favour and Image of God by the promifed 
Mieffiah or Saviour, 

Now as the Revelation of God in an illuftri- 


‘¢ ous Manner fupplies the Deficiences of our Rea- 
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fon, and enlightens our natural Darknefs in the 
Knowledge of divine things, fo the Exercife of 
our Reafoning Powers is very neceflary to affift 
us not only in the underftanding of the feveral 
Parts of Revelation, but in reconciling them to 
each other, as well as to the Dictates of right Reafon. 
’ Tis our Reafon which fhews us this bleft Harmony. 
«© If 1 have been fo happy as to fet thefe Truths, 
which Scripture has revealed concerning our 
Mifery and the divine Mercy, in fo favourable a 
Light, as to make it evident to well difpofed and 
impartial Readers, how far they are fupported by 
Reafon'itfelf, and to difcover and maintain this 
Agreement between thefe two different Manifefta- 
tions of God to Man, I have attained my End : 
If I have been enabled in any Meafure to render 
thofe Sacred Truths more intelligible and more 
credible to the fincere Inquirers after Truth, and 
to relieve the divine Revelations of Scripture a- 
gain{t the Cavils of an Age which greatly pre- 
tends to Reafon, I fhall account my Labour well 
employed. 
«© The Deift will have no longer Caufe to tri- 
umph in the Affurances of his Attacks againft 
Scripture, nor fhall the Chriffian want Matter 
for his Satisfaction and Joy, when he fees his di- 
vine Religion vindicated by the Powers of Rea- 
fon, 
« My chief Defign, and that which has regu- 
lated all my Meditations and Reatonings, is to 
e{tablifh and confirm what appears to me to be 
plain Matter of Faét in the finful and miferable 
Circumftances of all the Children of Adam by 
Nature, and their Hopes of Recovery by divine 
Grace, fo far as either the Light of Nature or 
Scripture would affift me; and to vindicate the 
moral Perfections of God, his Holinefs, Juftice, 
and Gcodnefs in his Works of Providence and 
«¢ Grace, 
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<¢ Grace, or in his whole Government of the 
<¢ World.” 

Our Author’s Scheme is laid, as he tells us, in 
the original Reétitude of Man, and his early Dege- 
neracy into Sin and Mifery ; and he imagines he 
has drawn, from the meer Light of Nature, fuffi- 
cient Proof and Evidence of both thefe. Some O- 
pinions he has adopted, which are fuppofed to be 
borrowed from the common Schemes of orthodox 
Writers, but he defires they may not be at once re- 
nounced with Contempt and Difdain, by an Age 
which is fond of Novelty and Reafoning: For he 
fays, ‘¢ Perhaps there may be fome Reafonings 
«¢ here brought to fupport them, which have not 
<¢ been fet in a clear and full Light by former 
¢¢ Writers ; and notwithftanding their old-fafhioned 
«© Appearances, thefe may be found to be di- 
«© vine Truths.” On the other hand, if any new 
Thoughts are ftarted, they ought by no means to 
be rejeCted on that Account: The Author may be 
forgiven, who has fometimes, as he fays, enter- 
ed into an untrodden Path, not willingly, but he 
has been conftrained to it, in order to folve fuch 
Difficulties as we have never yet feen relieved, to 
the general Satisfaction of Men, by all the ufual 
and common Tracks of Argument. 

Neither Novelty, nor Antiquity of Opinion, as 
he adds, canmake any certain Pretences to Truth, 
nor can they be efteemed juft Prejudices againtt it: 
As there are many divine Truths, which have been 
known and acknowledged from all Antiquity, fo 
there are others, which have never been feen in their 
full Force and Perfpicuity fince the Days of our 
Saviour and his Apoftles ; there are fome facred 
Verities, which have had much Darknefs diffufed 
around them by early Corruptions of the Faith, and 
by the Controverfies of fucceeding Ages; and thefe 
ftand in need of fome further Light to diffipate 

that 


' 
f 
a 
i 








Art. 4. For JULY, 1740. 43 


that Darknefs, and reftore them to their primitive 
Perfpicuity. 

Our Author propofes his Thoughts to the World, 
in the Treatife now before us, in hope to clear up 
fome Difficulties in our holy Religion, and to fhew 
how far our own Reafon may fupport what Scrip- 
ture reveals, — He fubmits his Sentiments to the 
Publick ; he will not perfuade any Man to be of 
his Opinions, till he is convinced of the Truth of 
them ; and whenever he fees Caufe, he will change 


them himfelf. He does not pofitively affert or af. 


firm feveral Things which he has here written, for 
he knows himfelf a weak fallible Creature, and it 
is no Wonder if he fhould fall into Miftakes. He 
will be glad to feea fater and more confiftent Scheme 
on thefe Subjects propofed to the World, which 
may reétify all the Errors of his with convincing 
Evidence, and fcatter our Darkneffes like a rifing 
Sun. 

This Volume contains, after an Introduction 
proving the original Rectitude of human Nature, 
a Solution of Sixteen Queries, which clofe with a 
Reprefentation of the Advantages of the Author’s 
whole Syftem, and an Appendix, of three Effays. 
The Queftions are thefe following : 

I. Is Man, in his prefent Circumftances, fuch®a 
Creature as he came out of the Hands of God his 
Creator? Or is he depraved and ruined by fome 
univerfal Degeneracy of his Nature ? 

II. How came this general Degeneracy, Vice, and 
Mifery, to overfpread Mankind inall Nations, and 
in all Ages? 

III. How could a holy, a wife, and righteous 
God, who is alfo a Being of infinite Goodnefs, 
eftablifh fuch a Conftitution, that all Mankind 
fhould derive their Being from fuch a natural Pa- 
rent and legal Reprefentative, whereby fuch uni- 


verfal Sinfulnefs and Mifery fhould, in the Event, 
be 
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be fpread through all human Nature in all follow- 
ing Ages? 

IV. But has it not an Appearance of Injuftice, in 
the Creator and Governor of the World, to make 
fo many Millions fuffer for the Sin of One? 

V. Tho’ the Juftice of thefe Tranfactions may 
be granted in fome meafure, where the Reprefenta- 
tive is chofen by the actual and free Confent of all 
thofe whom he reprefents; yet, fince this was not 
the Cafe between the firft Man and all his Pofte- 
rity ; fince they never confented that he fhould act 
for them, nor ever intrufted him to pafs the Trial 
in their ftead, therefore, why fhould they fall under 
the Penalty and Mifery due to his Folly and 
Guilt? — } 

VI. Man is a Creature made up of two diftin& 
Parts, Soul and Body: Now if both thefe were de- 
rived from the Parents. by a natural Propagation, 
then all Mankind may be faid to derive their vici- 
ous Appetites, and Paffions, and finful Inclinations 
from their firft Parent, which had corrupted and 
{poiled his own Nature by Sin: But fince it is gene- 
rally agreed, that the Body is only propagated from 
the Parents, but the Soul of every Infant is imme- 
diately formed by God himfelf, and united to the 
Irffant-body, how is it poffible that the Soul fhould 
be defiled with finful Principles, and partake of vi- 
cious Inclinations, when ’tis only the Body that 

roperly comes into the World by Generation ? 

VII. But if we allow, that it is poffible the new 
created Soul fhould be thus corrupted, yet is it 
agreeable tothe Juftice, or Wifdom, or Goodnefs 
of God to create fo many Millions of Souls pure, 
innocent and holy, as they muft be in their own 
Natures, coming frem the Hands of God, and to 
unite them immediately to fuch Bodies, derived from 
finful Parents, and infeéted with vicious Ferments 
and Appetites, whereby they are fo early and - 

mo 








ia ei ET ft pee a 
a er ae 


Art.4. For JULY, 1740. 45 


moft unavoidably led into finful Practices, and de- 
filed thereby ? 

VIII. Suppofe it were granted, that this Repre- 
fentation of Things would in a great Meafure ac- 
count for the univerfal Deluge of Sin and Mifery, 
which has overfpread Mankind, yet what Reafon 
have we to believe it to be true? Does the Word 
of God, which is our trueft and fafeft Guide, give 
us the fame Reprefentation of Things, or fupport 
this Scheme? 

1X. What can the Light of Nature difcover 
concerning the proper Penalty due to the Sin of 
Man, or the proper Punifhment inflicted on Man 
for Sin? 

X. What can the Reafon of Man, or the Light 
of Nature find out concerning the Recovery of 
Man to the Favour of God? Or what Hope of 
Pardon and Happinefs can finful Mankind ever 
obtain by the mere Exercifes of their own Reafon ? 

XI. What does Scripture reveal to us concern- 
ing the Punifhiment due to Sin ? Or what are we to 
underftand by that Death which, the Scripture tells 
us, was threaten’d to Man as the Penalty due to 
the firft Offence, or as it is inflicted on Mankind 
on the Account of Sin? 

XII. What does the Holy Scripture reveal con- 
cerning the Recovery of Mankind from the 
Sin and Mifery of that Eftate, into which they 
were brought by the Difobedience of Adam? And 
how far does this Recovery reach, both with regard 
to the Perfons recovered, and with regard to the De- 
grees of their Recovery ? 

XIII. How far has the glorious Undertaking of 
our Lord Fefus Chriff provided any Hope of Sal- 
vation for thofe, who were not eternally chofen, 
and given into the Hands of Chri/? to be redeemed 
and faved? 


XIV. Can 


ea ee he 
i, 


« - Pe 
9 nr ere ate yy meh 
-” 


wae Pipi engage “. 


VE RE gen a a img sete 
ne ee sagen tg ES aa 
ag: gee ey 2 ees x J . : ¥ 
seme: ie ge a 
Le ee Se ee ee we “a # ¥ 


Co de sah SRST set gee 


iain 2 te vag * . 
— oe ey rd ge 
> ey Ee 


. s £ -_ . 
ee SR RE SPEC EE HME Sa Toe A 
ess en R 


- a one oh tem oe < 
Sige - 


so tlhe cere ttt 2d 
air nen =i 


Soe ray ee : : ee 
Mages yee pe 
abe cae — > 


ae 
he 
e or 77 
: ? pee js We ae 
2 ee ows | 


i 
, 











46 TheWorxsof theLEARNED. Aft. 4, 


XIV. Can the different Opinions of Chriffians 
concerning the Operations of Divine Grace on the 
Souls of Men be reconciled ? 

XV. What is the State and Condition of the 
Heathens, who have never heard of the Gofpel ; 
or have utterly forgot, and loft all Notice of it? 

XVI. What will be the State and Condition of 
that large Part of Mankind, who die in Infancy, 
under any of the Difpenfations of the Covenant of 
Grace? 

Of the three Effays which make up the Appen- 
dix to thefe Queries and their Aniwers, the fir/ is, a 
Debate, whether the prefent Miferies of Man alone 
will prove his Apoftacy from God. The /econd 
is, a plain Explication of the Doctrine of imputed 
Sin and imputed Righteoufnefs. The ¢hird is, on 
the Guile and Defilement of Sin, with an Inquiry 
how far they may be transferred to others. 

Thefe Queries comprife almoft the whole Scheme 
of Providence towards Man, in his moral Capacity. 
I will, as Opportunity offers; give the Reader the 
beft Idea I can, ina few Words, of our Author’s 
Solution of them. To begin: 

In the Introduction he proves Man to have been 
created upright, from our natural Ideas of the Juftice 


and Goodnefs of God. From the Confideration of. 


thefe he evinces the Truth of the enfuing Propofitions, 
I. Man muft have been endowed with a Perfeéti- 
on of natural Powers, both of Body and Spirit, con- 
fidered as in a State of Union, and {fuited to his 
prefent Circumftances. Notthat we are to fuppofe 
he fhould be made fo perfeét a Being as God could 
make him; for the Divine Wifdom plainly defigned 
to difplay its unbounded Varieties of Contrivance in 
different Ranks and Orders of his Creation: Nor 
can we reafonably imagine he fhould be made with 
juch iublime Perfections at firft, as he himfelf 
might afterwards arrive at by a wife ne 
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ot his Powers. But ftill he muft have Powers per- 
feétly fufficient for his prefent well-being and a¢ting 
in that Station wherein his Creator placed him. 
Under this Head our Author fhews, that he mutt 
have been formed in a Condition of perfect Eafe, 
without any natural Tendency in his animal Body to 
Pains, Difeafes, or Death, while he remained inno- 
cent; that his intellectual Faculties and moral Dif- 
pofitions muft be fuitably excellent; his Reafon 
clear, his Judgment uncorrupted, his Confcience 
upright and fenfible, his Will propenfe to Holinefs 
and Virtue. 

II. Tho? Man might be made with a perfeét 
Freedom of Will, that fo he might be put ina State 
of Probation; yet it feems neceffarily to follow 
from the Juftice and Goodnefs of God, that he 
fhould not only have a fuperior Propenfity to Righ- 
teoufnefs implanted in him, but alfo a full Sufficiency 
of Power to preferve bimfelf in this State of Obedi- 
ence and Love to his Creator. 

III. It is highly probable from the Goodnefs of 
God, that fuch a Creature would be privileged with 
Powers to arrive at higher Degrees of Excellency 
and Happime/s, than thofe with which he was at firft 
tormed. 

IV. The Habitation of fuch an innocent and holy 
Creature, fhould be a very beautiful and magnifi- 
cent Building, furnifhed with all manner of Necef- 
faries, Conveniencies, and Delights of Life. 

V. If this Creature had Power to propagate its 
own Kind, the Child fhould be innocent and holy, 
and capable of maintaining its Duty and Happinefs 
as well as the Parent. 

Now, fays our Author, if thefe are the Qualifica- 
tions with which fuch a new-made Creature fhould 
be endued, and thefe the Circumftances in which 
our Reafon would judge from the Wifdom, Juftice, 
and Goodnefs of God, that he ought to be fituated ; 

then 
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then by a careful Survey of what Mankind now is, 
and a Comparifon thereof with the foregong Re- 
prefentation, we may arrive at fome Determination, 
whether Mankind is at prefent fuch a Creature as 
God originally made him: which is the Subject of 
the enfuing Enquiry, or firft Queftion, viz. Is Man 
in bis prefent Circumfances fuch as be came out of 
the Hands of bis Creator? Or is he depraved and 
ruined by fome univerfal Degeneracy of bis Na- 
ture? 

For the Refolution of this Point, our Author ob- 
ferves, Firff, That this Earth carries with it fome 
evident Tokens of Ruin, and does not feem to be 
ordained in its prefent Form and Circumftances, for 
the Habitation of innocent Beings; but is more 
apparently fitted for the Abode of Creatures, who 
are degenerated and fallen from God. To make 
good this Pofition, he takes a Survey of the terra- 
queous Globe ; he remarks how broken and irregu- 
lar the Surface of it is; how difpofed the Parts and 
Appendages of it are to effect the Mifery and Ex- 
tinction of the Inhabitants: ‘ What vaft fractured 
‘© Mountains hang frightfully over the Heads of 
« Travellers? What ftupendous Cliffs and Pro- 
¢¢ montories rife high and hideous to behold ? What 
« dreadful Precipices, which make our Nature gid- 
«© dy to look down, and are ready to betray our 
«¢ Feet into Downfalls and Deftruétion? What im- 
«¢ menfe Extents of wafte and barren Ground in 
<¢ fome Countries? What hideous and unpaffable 
Delarts ? What broad and _faithlefs Moraffes, 
«¢ which are made at once both Deaths and Graves 
to Travellers, who venture upon them? What 
‘¢ huge ruinous Caverns of frightful Afpect, deep 
and wide, big enough to bury whole Cities? ” 
In the like Strain our Author expatiates on many 
other Circumftances, which he regards as ftrong In- 
dications of our Earth’s being defigned for a Dwel- 
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ling of fome unhappy Beings, who did or would 
tranfgrefs the Laws of their Maker, and deeply me- 
rit Defolation from his Hand; fuch as Deluges, 
tremendous Waterfalls, Vulcanos, Earthquakes, 
Lightning, and Hurricanes. Thefe feem, he fays, 
to be evident Tokens. of the actual Difpleafure of 
God againft the Inhabitants of this Globe. ‘* Nor 
‘* can we ever fuppofe, that an infinitely good and 
¢¢ gracious Being would have originally fo formed 
«¢ and governed the inanimate Parts of this lower 
« World, as to produce fuch deadly Concuffions 
<¢ and fuch defolating Appearances, if he had not 
¢¢ deftined it to be the Habitation of fuch Crea- 
¢s tures, as he forefaw would become Rebels againft 
<¢ their Creator, and deferve the Strokes of his In- 
s¢ dignation., 4 
II. In the next Place, our Author takes a rad 
View of the vegitable Productions of our Earth, Hay 
together with the brute Animals that live on the Face : Boal 
of it, and in thefe he finds Reafons to conclude, Hee hs 
that Man is by no means fuch a Creature, fo inno- ee 
' cent, and fo much a Favourite of Heaven, as he ee 
: 
| 





, muft needs be when he came firft out of his Ma- 
ker’s Hands. The poifonous Plants, fpringing up 
here and there, without any fufficient Diftinétion, 
that Man might know how to avoid them; the A- 
bundance of Briars, Thorns, Thiftlesy.and various 
Weeds, which almoft every Soil produces, and 
which are fo deftructive to Corn, the Food of Man, 
and create fo much Vexation to the painful Tillers of 

' the Field; the ungovernable and refiftlefs Beafts of 
Prey, and Fifhes of the Deep, which fo often tare 
and devour the human Race, the Panthers, Leo- 
pards, Sharks and Crocodiles, all afford Arguments 
of the Degeneracy of Man, and the confequent 
Difpleafure of Heaven. Our Author proceeds, and 
infers the fame from the many Tribes of the Serpent 
and Viper-kind, armed with deadly Venom to bite 
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and kill Man; from the immenfe Flights of Lo- 
cufts, which lay the Fields defolate; from the 
winged Armies of Hornets and Mufcatoes, that 
make the fineft Countries almoft intolerable, by 
the inceffant Attacks they make on the People with 
their painful Stings; from the innumerable Hofts 
of Caterpillars, which ina Night or two turn a 
Garden into a Defare. —e ee 
To what our Author has faid upon thefe Heads, 
it may, he owns, be objected, “* That thefe Mif- 
« chiefs of the animal and vegitable World might 
‘¢ be permitted for the Trial even of innocent Man 
«© ina State of Probation; efpecially fince it is 
“ certain, good Men are liable to the malevolent 
Influences of them during their Situation here, 
«s which is a State of Trial; but God can re- 
¢¢ ward the Sufferers in a future State, which ac- 
“ counts for his permitting them to be thus expofed 
“ at prefent.” To this he anfwers, oe 
Firft, Thereis a great Difference to be made be- 
tween innocent Creatures in a State of Probation, 
and finful Creatures in the fame State. Thefe pain- 
ful Events, which now fall upon degenerate Man, 
would have been all righteous, whether they had 
been in a State of Trial or no: But moft of them 
plainly declare the punifhing Hand of God as well 
as the Probation of Creatures, and therefore it fup- 
pofes them not to be innocent. Whereas if thefe 
Plagues had abounded in an innocent World, the 
Inhabitants would fcarcely have found fufficient 
Caufe to rejoice in their Condition, or to thank 
their Maker, as every innocent Being would furely 
have Occafion and Reajon to do. 7 
Secondly, The State of Probation for innocent 
Creatures would not have included in it a lingering 
painful Death, fuch as flows from fome of the fore- 
named Plagues and Mifchiefs upon the Earth. Our 
Dying is fuppofed by Mo/fes to be a Curfe of a 
or 
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for the Sin of Man: And when once Life is 
forfeited, and the whole human Race devoted to 
Death by fome univerfal Degeneracy, then a painful 
Death may properly become a Part of the farther 
Trial of fuch Creatures who are to rife again: And 
any who are pious Sufferers among them, may be 
rewarded by a happy Refurreétion. 

Upon che whole therefore he pronounces, fuch 
Evils do not feem to be made for a World of inno- 
cent and intellectual Beings, to vex and difturb, to 

ifon and deftroy them. 

III. The Manner of our Introduction into Life 
and Being in this World, is another Proof that we are 
not the innocent Favourites of Heaven. Can we ever 
imagine the good God would have appointed intel- 
leétual Animals to be propagated ina way that fhould 
neceflarily give fuch exquifite Anguifh to the Mo- 
thers who produce them, if we had all been ac- 
counted in his Eyes a Race of finlefs Beings? And 
if the Crime had not been univerfal, why fhould 
fuch acute Pangs attend almoft every female Pa- 
rent ? 

IV. It may be confidered, how the generality of 
Mankind are preferved in Life, viz. by hard La- 
bour of the Body, and grievous Fatigue of their 
Joints, Limbs, and all their natural Powers. Tho’ 
fome very few may be exempted from fuch Toils 
and Hardfhips, yet vaftly the Majority, as our Au- 
thor very pathetically fets forth, make a hard fhift, 
even in the moft plenteous Countries, to keep out 
Famine and fupport their wretched Exiftence. Their 
whole Time is devoured with the Labours of the 
Flefh, and their Souls ever befet and almoft eaten up 
with gnawing Cares and Anxieties to anfwer this 
important Queftion, What fhall I eat, and what 
Shall I drink, even inthe pooreft and coarfeft man- 
ner? “ But if we fend our Thoughts to the fultry 
*© Regions of Africa, the Frofts and Snows of Nor- 
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“© yay, and the Rocks and Defarts of Lapland 
<s and Northern Tartary, what a hideous and 
«¢ frightful Thing is human Life in thofe Climates! 
<¢ E{5w isthe rational Nature of Man loft between 
¢ their Slavery, their Brutality, and their inceffant 
« J abours and Diftrefles! They are treated like 
«« Brutes by their Lords, and they live like Dogs 
<< and Affes, among Want, Hunger, Wearinefs, 
«© Blows and Burdens without End. Did God ap- 
«¢ point this for Innocents? 

Here our Author taks notice, that fome may al- 
ledge, there is a Pleafure in eating and drinking, 
which compenfates the Pain of procuring our Food. 
But alas! as he fays, can this fhort Pleafure of a 
few Minutes be fuppofed a full Recompence for the 
inceffant Labours of Life ? Does it bear any Pro- 
portion to the Length of Toil, Pain and Hazard, 
the tirefome Fatigues of our Spirits and our Limbs, 
wherewith the Provifions of Life are procured ? 

V. If we reflect on the Character, Temper and 
Quality of Mankind in general, with regard to Re- 
ligion and Virtue, we fhall hardly perfuade ourfelves 
that thefe are Creatures who enjoy the Favour of 
their Maker, or who bear his Image, as his origi- 
nal and native Off-{pring ought to do. 

Here and there, ’tis owned, a few Perfons are 
reftored to fome Degree of Conformity with God, 
and are become his Children, by a divine Change 
of their Natures: But the Bulk-of the World are 
of another Stamp and Character, and fufficiently 
fhew there is fome finful and fatal Contagion fpread 
thro’ the Inhabitants of this Province of God?s 
Dominion. Our Author here exhibits a difmal 
Scene of the Ignorance, Impiety and Prophanenefs 
of the human Species: He proceeds afterwards to 
obferve, that, 

VI. Not only thofe who are grown up to mature 
Age, but even Mankind in its younger Years, al 

ore 


PEs cE Se ee een ee 







baie 


Art. 4. For JULY, 1740. 53 


fore it is capable of proper moral Actions, difcovers 
the Principles of Iniquity, and the Seeds of Sin, 
This abundantly appears by the Spite and Envy, 
the Malice and Rage, that by their Actions are fuf- 
ficiently difcovered to have taken Root in the Hearts 
of very Infants, as well as by the Crimes of Lying 
and Deceit, the Obftinacy and Perverfenefs, that 
blemifh their After-years of Childhood. Nor can 
thefe vicious Propenfities be imputed, as he fays, 
to any Influence of Cuftom, Education, or Example, 
feeing they are vifible in Children before they can 
take notice of any fuch Examples, or are capable of 
fuch Imitation :' And he adds, that even in the beft 
Families, where the greateft Advantages both of 
Example and Inftruction are to be found, yet their 
Hearts naturally run;aftray from God, Our Au- 
thor advances divers Particulars under this Head, 
which are confirmed by daily Experience. _. 

VII. To give a yet. fuller Confirmation of this 
Truth, that Mankind have: a corrupt Nature in 
them, he would have us remark, That where Per- 
fons have not only been from the firft pioufly. edu- 
cated, but have taken a religious Turn betimes, 
and fought after true Wifdom and Piety, they yer 
find within themfelves fad and perpetual Hindrances 
to a Courfe of Holinefs. And, as he notesa little 
afterwards, there is not a;Man who may not mourn 


over himfelf in’ the Language of St. Paul, O 


wretched,Creature, Wbo fhall deliver me from this 
native Diforder, this inward Plague, thefe evil Pro- 
penfities of my» Nature ? 

VIII. Ic may be further argued, that Man is a 
fallen Creature, becaufe he is fo far infeebled or cor- 
rupted, that he has not a ready and praétical Power 
to perform the Law of his Maker, which, how- 
ever, continues to be written in his Heart by Na- 
ture. Under this Article our Author offers to de- 
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monftrate, that the moral and praéical Powers of 
Man, in the prefent State, are by no means pro- 
portionate to the Law of God, and to his Duty, 
but vaftly inferior tothem. ** Now, fays he, would 
‘sa wife, a jult, anda merciful God have formed 
“ fuch intellectual Beings originally in fuch a 
« wretched Eftate, that their Powers flould be fo 
«© much below their Duties, that they break his 
‘¢ Taw continually, and it may be faid, that what- 
¢ foever natural Faculties they have, yet they have 
“ not a practical Sufficiency of Power to perform 
sae” 

IX. Another Proof of the Fall of Mankind is 
this, thatthey do not only lie under theaforefaid Inca- 
pacities, but alfo evidently fuffer under God’s aétu- 
al Difpleafure, which could not be their primeval 
State. - Here our Author lays before us a brief Sur- 
vey of the Miferies of the human Race, that we 
may fee whether they look like a Clafs of. Beings, 
fuch:as their Creator made then. He bids us think 
of the Thoufands of rational Creatures defcending 

-hourly to Death and the: Grave, fome by a fudden 
Stroke, but far the greater Part by flow and painfu 
Approaches ; of the Multitudes that are rack’d Day 
and Night, withextreme Torture, by the Gout and 
Stone, the Cholick and Rheumatifm, and all man- 
ner of acute and painful Difeafes; of the dif- 
mal Warfare and Bloodfhed, that have one Time or 
other overfpread all Nations; of the vaft Numbers 
that are {fwallowed up in the mighty Waters, by the 
Rage of ftormy Winds and Seas; of the immenfe 
Tribes that have been {wept away by the Peftilence, 
or have had their Nature and Life worn out by the 
tedious Agoniesof Famine ; that have been crufhed 
into Mifery and Death in their own Dwellings by 
Earthquakes, or have had all their Bones bruifed, 
their Limbs disjointed and broken, and their. Flefh 
batter’d:-by the Fall of Houfes, and been buried 
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alive in the Ruin of whole Towns and Villages, 

while their Neighbours have been fwallowed up in 

Multitudes by the difmal Eruptions of Fire and 

Water breaking out of the Earth. Let us furvey 

thefe Scenes of Horror, which I but juft mention, 

and the many others on which our Author likewife 

expatiates, and then fay, Would a God of Juftice 

and Goodnefs treat innocent Creatures at this Rate, 

or expofe them to thefe formidable Mifchiefs ? Are 

thefe the Signals of their Maker’s Love, or of their 

own original Virtue ? Or doesnot this World; which 

is the Theatre of them, look like a Province half 
forfaken of its gracious Governour, and almoft 
given up to Mifchief and Mifery ? But, 

_ X.. Not only thofe who are grown up in Iniqui- 
ty, and may be fuppofed to be punifhed for their 
own Sins, but even all Mankind in their earlteft 
Moments are under forne Tokens of the divine 
Difpleafure, before they are capable of being per- 
fonal Tranfgreffors, This our Author evinces by 
an affecting Detail not only of the Agonies that a- 
wait our Birth but of the various Calamities that dre 
afterwards incident to our infant Age, and ‘from 
which, in one Degree or another; none of us are 
exempted. Thefe, as he notes, manifeftly prove 
that we are not then treated as the innocent Crea- 
tures of a God of Love and Compaffion, as young 
Favourites of Heaven, but rather as a little fort of 
Criminals under fomeée general Curfe and Punifh- 
ment, : 

Some Have pretetided to actount for the Calami- 
ties of Infants, by faying, that God rewards them 
fufficiently in another State, for their Sufferings 
here. *But againft this our Author anfwers, That we 
are not warranted either by Reafon or Scripture to 
affert, that all Children which die are taken to Hea- 
ven; that they are fubjeét to no Pains hereafter, or 
that their Souls are not annihilated at Death; and 
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upon any of thefe.Suppofitions there is no Recom- 
pence for the Pains.they endure. Befides, Millions 
grow up, and if they fhould prove actually wicked, 
and be at laft fentto Hell, what Compenfation have 
they.for.their Infant Maladies ? or fhall it be faid, 
that God punifhed them while they were Innocent, 
becaufe he foreknew they would fin? neither Rea- 
fon or Scripture fuggefts any fuch Idea of God’s 
dealing, with his Creatures. And yet further, as our 
Author afks, how, on this Scheme, can any Crea- 
tures know what they are punifhed for? And what 
wife or good End can this their Punifhment obtain, 
when no Creature can know what they are punifhed 
for in their Infancy, if it be not for fome univerfa] 

Degeneracy of the whole Race? 
XI. If we colleé& all thefe Scenes of Iniquity, 
Folly, and Wretchednefs, even among the better 
fortof Men as well as the worft, in younger Years 
as well as in more advanced Age, and take a Survey 
.of them in their total Sum, it is fufficiently evident 
that Creatures in fuch finful and miferable Circum- 
ftances, are not {uch .as came out of the Hands of 
-their Creator, who is wife and .righteous, holy and 
,good, There is.{carcely.any thing in this Propofi- 
tion, or our Author’s Reafoning upon it, different 
_ from what has been afore advanced. Perhaps it was 
only. thrown in to introduce the following Objection, 
withits Reply. Thus fome may fay, That this laying 
all Mankind under fuch a Charge of Guilt and 
Wretchednefs without Exception, is more than our 
‘Exxpenience will allow; ’tis acknowledged: that many 
are. now guilty and miferable, tho’ they were born 
Innocent, but ftilla far greater Part have more mo- 
ral Good than Evil in them, and have more Pleafure 
_ than they have Pain; and therefore upon the whole, 
Mankind muft not be pronouced a finful and a mi- 
ferable Being : And if God has. appointed fuch a Con- 
ftitution as is beft upon the whole, and is favourable 
te 
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to the Bulk of the World, this is fufficient to vindi- 
cate the Jultice of God, and then the few Sufferers 
have no.Reafon to complain, It is the Cafe under the 
beft of human Conftitutions, that fome Perfons who 
were once Innocent will grow Wicked ; and that 
even fome innocent Perfons may be laid under una- 
voidable Hardfhips: yet all account thofe to bejuft 
Conftitutions, which provide for the Wellfare of the 
Generality, tho’ here and there will be an unhappy 
Inftance of Guilt and Mifery. 

To this Objection. our Author anfwers, 

Firft, To pronounce a Man miferable, it is 
granted he muft have more Pain than Pleafure ; but 
to pronounce him a Sinner, there is no Neceffity 
thar -his moral Evil fhould tranfcend his Good. If 
a Man had a hundred Virtues, one Vice in the fight 
of God would make him a Criminal; one finful 
Action would break the Law of his Maker, and 
_fubject him to his juft Difpleafure : fo that all Men 
are certainly under this Condemnation, that they are 
Sinners every one of them; and, confequently, ex- 
pofed tothe Anger of him that made them. And 
thus with regard to their Sinfulnefs, our Author’s 
Argument, he fays, ftands in full Force. 

As for Mi/ery, even fuppofing that there are many 
Perfons whofe Pleafures exceed their Uneafineffes ; 
yet "tis certain there are great Numbers alfo whofe 
_.Pains, juftly compared with their Pleafures, will ap- 
pear by far to exceed them ; and it is hard to fay 
haw this fhould come to pafs, if Mankind were all 
Innocent and Happy by Nature, as they are now 
born into the World. Their univerfal Sinfulnefs 
therefore, and the Mifery of Multitudes, muft con- 
‘clude them all under fome fpreading Degeneracy. 

Secondly, Although the Makers of human Laws 
are.not able to fraine fuch Conftitutions.as fhall cer- 
tainly fecure the Happinefs of all the Innocent, be- 
caufe-of their narrow Views of Things and of fu- 
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ture Events; we muft not think nor fpeak thus of 
the divine Law-giver, and the Governor of all 
Things: He gralps at once all Poffibles as well as 
Futures in his prefent View, and cart therefore guard 
againft any Injury that might befall Innocent Be- 
ings; not will divine Juftice fuffer any Mifchief 
tolight upon any fingle Individual without equal Re- 
comipence ; for the Fudge of all the Earth will do right. 
Thirdly, Tho’ the Bulk of Mankind in the pre- 
fent Conftitution of Things could be proved to be 
Happy, by their Pleafures exceeding their Pains, 
NE yet this gives no manner of Satisfaction, if any one 
is Individual fuffers Mifery under the fame Conftituti- 
Hy on without Demerit, = 
XII. To give a little further Force to this Argu- 
ment: After the Survey of all thefe Miferies, let us 
confider what low and fordid Pleafures the Bulk of 
Mankind are in putfuit of, to relieve them under 
this Trainof Wretchednefs, and then afk, whether 
thefe are fuited toa Race of Intelligent and Innocent 
Creatures. Here our Author firft cafts a Glance at 
the Sports of Children, from five to fifteen Years of 
Age, which have nothing in them becoming our I- 
deas of young Angels dreft in Flefh and Blood; not 
to mention the early Iniquity that appears to be min- 
gled with them. He next takesa View of the Delights 
of Men, which he fhews to be in great meafure either 
foolifhand irrational Satisfaétions; or downright fin- 
ful. He clofes his Detail of them with this Refleétion, 
That if we take a due Survey of the vety Pleafures 
of the Mafs of Mankind, ds well as of their Sor- 
rows, we may learn from thence, that we are by ho 
means fuch Creatures as our Creator rhade us; but 
that there is fome great and univerfal Degeneracy 
{fpread over all the Generations of Men. _ 7 
XIII. One more Proof of the general Ruin and 
fallen State of the human Nature is, our Pofting to 
the Grave, and an invifible future World, which 
we 
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we profefs alfo to believe, and yet hardly taking any 
Care, or being in the leaft folicitous about this great 
and awful Event. After expatiating upon,this Head, 
and recapitulating the Subjects that have been now 
infifted on, our Author afks leave to make one Re- 
mark, andthatis ‘ onthe Unreafonablenefs of deny- 
‘© ingthis Doctrine of the univerfal Depravity of 
«¢ Mankind, and renouncing it in every Degree, when 
«¢ itappears fo evident to our Senfes, and to con- 
«« {tant Experience in fo many thoufand Inftances, ® 
And what, he afks, is the chief Temptation that 
leads fome Men to this? only becaufe they cannot 
fatisfactorily account for fome of the Difficulties at- 
tending it. Many of the Heathen Philofophers bee 
lieved it, from their daily Survey of Mankind, 
though they were utterly at a lofs how to folve it: 
and fuppofing we fhould labour under the fame In- 
ability, muft we therefore deny what we fee, and 
hear, and feel daily? 
«¢ Can we account for all the fecret things in the 
“¢ Creation of God, in the World of Meteors and 
“ Minerals, the Vegitables of the Field, the Brutes 
“© ofthe Earth, or the Animal Body of Man? does 
“¢ any Man tefufe to believe the infinite Variety 
«© of Plants and Flowers in all their beauteous Co- 
‘¢ lours and Forms grow up out of the fame dark and 
‘¢ dirty Soil, becaufe he doth not know all the fe- 
‘¢ cret Springs of their Vegitation? do Men doubt 
«© of the Truth of a Load-ftone’s drawing Iron to 
‘¢ itfelf, and making a Needle point tothe North, 
© becaufe they cannot find outthe way of its Ope- 
ration; are we not fure that our Food nourifhes 
our Bodies, and Medicines relieve our Pains, tho’ 
we are utterly at a lofs to tell all the Ferments 
and Motions of thofe Atoms by which our Nou- 
‘* rifhment is performed, or our Difeafes healed? 
‘© can we account for all the Darknefles, appearing 
‘© Difficulties and Confufions among the Events of 
‘© Providence? 
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“ Providence ? No, furely, we cannot pretend to 
“< it: and yet fince thefe Matters of Fact and E- 
s¢ vents are obvious to all our Senfes, do we refufe 
“¢ to believe them, merely becaufe we can’t account 
“¢ for the original and fecret Caufes or Reafons of 
“© them? or becaufe we cannot reconcile fome Crof- 
“< fing Appearances, and fome Jarring Apprehenfi- 
*< ons that attend them ? why then fhould this uni- 
«¢ verfal Degeneracy and Ruin of human Nature 
“* be denied, tho’ we cannot remove every Objecti- 
«© on that attends it?” 

And yet, our Author fays, if we will fearch faith- 
fully intothe Springs of this Matter, fo faras our natu- 
ral Reafon, aided by Revelation, will enable us, we 
may hope to find fuch a Solution of it, as will give 
a Degree of Satisfaétion tohumble Minds, tho’ per- 
haps not fufficient to filence every curious and un. 
reafonable Cavil, This is what he would furnith 
us with by his Anfwers to the /fecond, third, 
fourth, fifth, fixth, feventh, eighth, and ninth of 
the forecited Queries. I may fhortly give the Rea- 
der a Tafte of his Difquifitions on thefe perplexing 
Topicks, as wellas on others, near of Kin to them, 
which are included in the fubfequent Queftions, In 
the meantime we may perceive, by this Epitome of 
what he has offered relating to the firft; upon what 


Principles he goes in refolving all that follow it. 
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ARTiCLS V. 


Thirty-fix feleé? Difcourfes Doétrinal and Prac- 
tical, upon the moft important Points of the 
Chriftian Religion; viz. I. The great Con- 
cern of a future State after the Diffolution 
of this World. WW. The Excellency and di- 
vine Practice of celebrating the Feftivals 
and Fafts of the Church of England. III. 
The true Principles of Chriftian Obedience, 
confidered under the Articles of Faith, Fear, 
Hope, and Love; alfo the Order and Con- 
nection of our Saviour’s Beatitudes. 1V. The 
right Way to Chriftian Perfection ; /bewing 
the Obligations, Means, and Motives to a 
continued Progrefs and Perfeverance in Faith 
and Holinefs. In Two Volumes. By Sa- 
MUEL JouNson, A.M. Vicar of Great 
Torrington zm Devonfhire. London: Print- 
ed for C. Rivington, at the Bible and 
Crown 77 St. Paul’s Church-yard; and fold 
by N. Thorne, Book/eller in Exeter. 1740. 


(~\UR Author prefumes there is no Occafion of 
making any Apology for publifhing Dif- 
courfes on fuch weighty and important Subjects, as 
muft be ufeful and feafonable at all Times, and 
cannot therefore be thought unfeafonable, and will 
not, he trufts, be unferviceable in the prefent. The 
Defign of them is to render the great Objects of 
Futurity more plain and familiar to the Minds of 
Chriftians, and to invite them to the Search and 
Study of fuch Truths as are worthy their Thoughts 
and Contemplation ; fuch as will help to purify 
their Hearts, to ftrengthen and increafe their Faith, 
to 
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to influence and regulate their Prattice, to quicken 
their Zeal, and to engage their Attention to the 
awakening Calls and Workings of Povidence. 

The Difcourfes are plain and fhort, and fitted for 
general Ufe; and to make them more fo, he tells 
us, he has cither wholly omitted, or but barely men- 
tioned, fome curious and difputable Points that 
came in hisway. He divides them into four Parts: 
In the firft we have nine Sermons; three on the 
Burning. of the World, from 2 Pet. tii, 11, 12. 
the fourth, on the Blefiednefs of them that die in 
the Lord, from Rev. xiv. 13. the fifth, fhewing 
chat perfeét Happinefs is not to be expected, till 
the Number of God’s Eleét be accomplifhed, from 
Heb. xi. 39, 40. the fixth, containing a Compa- 
rifon between the Things of Time and Eternity, 
from 2 Cor. iv. 18. the feventh, eighth, and 
ninth, fetting forth the Joys and Glories of the 
heavenly State, from 1 Cor. il. 9. 

The fecond Part comprehends the fame Number 
of Sermons, all on folemn Occafions: The firft, 
proving our Saviour’s Miffion into the World to be 
the great Manifeftation of God’s Love to Mankind, 
from 1 Fobn iv. 9, 10. The fecond, on the Mar- 
tyrdom of King Charles I. from Rev. ii. 10. The 
third and fourth, in Lent, on our Saviour’s Fafting 
and Temptation in the Wildernefs, from Mazt, iv. 
1, 2. The fifth, on Good- Friday, infifts on the 
Crucifixion of Chrift, from 2 Cor. v. 21. The 
fixth, on Eaffer-Day, exhibits to us the Scripture 
Proofs of Chrift’s Refurrection, from fs i. 3. 
The feventh, on Afcenfion-Day, improving the 
Scripture Account of our Lord’s Afcenfion, which 
we have, Luke xxiv. 50—~54. The eighth, fet- 
ting forth the primitive Qualifications for receiving, 
and the Extent of the Benefits implied in, the Pro- 
mife of the Holy Ghoff, from ffs ii. 38, 39. 
The ninth, which is the laft of the firft Volume, 
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on Trinity-Sunday, contains the Doétrine of the 
Ever-bleffed Trinity, from 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

The third Part includes the fame Number of Ser- 
mons as the two former. In the firft and fecond 
our Reverend Author evinces Faith in Chrift to be 
the principal Condition of Pardon and Salvation, 
by the Cafe of Cornelius, a Roman Centurion, as 
it occurs, Ads x. 43. Inthe third and fourth Ser- 
mons the Cafe of another Romayz Centurion is re- 
prefented, to fhew the Preheminence of Faith above 
Works: The Text is Matt. viii. 10. The fifth 
fets forth the Fear of God as the grand Preferva- 
tive againft Sin, from Prov. xvi. latter Part of 
Ver. 6: The fixth difplays the Nature, Grounds, 
and Effects of Chriftian Hope, trom 1 Jobz iii. 3. 
The feventh and eighth make it appear, that fin- 
cere Obedience is the only fure Token of being en- 
dued with the Love of God, from John xiv. 23. 
The ninth fettles the Order and Connection of our 
Saviour’s Beatitudes, from Matt. v. 1, 2, 3. 

The firft Sermon of the fourth and laft Part 
points our the End and Defign of Cbhrift’s giving 
himfelf for us, with frefpeét to Sin and Obedience, 
from Titus ii. 14. In the fecond, we fee the Obli- 
gations and Motives to aim at Perfection, from the 
Confideration of Cbrif?s Death and Relfurrection, 
and of his being the great Shepherd of the Chrif- 
tian Fold, from Hed. xiti. 20, 21. In the third, 
our Author endeavours to convince us of the Infut- 
ficiency of mere Reafon in Matters of Religion, 
and the peculiar Advantages of Chrift’s Doétrine, 
from Fobn vi. 66, 67, 68. The fourth, fifth, 
and fixth Sermons lay before us the Example ot 
Chrift, as a moft powerful Means and Motive to 
Chriftian Perfection, from Maét. xi. 29, 30. The 
feventh demonftrates the Stability, Progrefs, and 
Perfeverance of Chriftians to be the Fruit and Ef- 
fect of divine Grace, from 1 Pet. v. 10, 11. The 
| eighth 
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eighth inculcates the neceflary Principles of the 
Chriftian Life, and the Obligation of Chriftians to 
abound in the fame, from 1 Thef? iv. 1. The laf 
Sermon briefly ftates the Nature, Meafure, and 
principal Parts of Chriftian Perfection, from 2 Cor. 
Xill, 11. 

I thal] not venture of myfelf to charaéterife thefe 
Difcourfes; only fay, that Iam affured, fome Per- 
fons of confiderable Figure in the Church have great- 
ly commended their Perfpicuity and Concifenefs, 
and repute their Author a Gentleman of good Abi- 
lities and Learning. To epitomife the Subjects of 
them would require too great a Compafs; and 
barely to mention the Heads of them, would be of 
lictle Ufe or Entertainment. I will endeavour, 
therefore, to give the Reader a general Idea of Mr. 
Fobnfon’s Manner of handling them, of his Rea- 
foning and Stile, by one or two Extracts from 
the moft curious of them. And certainly I cannot 
felec&t any more deferving of that Title, than thofe 
which he has placed in the Front of thefe Vo- 
Jumes, on the Conflagration of the World, a tre- 
mendous Event, in which every human Creature 
is concerned, 

Mr. Fohn/on introduces this Topick with fome 
Reflections on the extraordinary Influence, which the 
frequent Confideration of it would have on Chrifti- 
ans to mortify their Affections to the Things of this 
World, and to render them diligent, conftant, and 
perfevering in the Profecution of an everlafting Fe- 
licity. In order to explain and enforce it, he con- 
fiders, what the Difolution of all Things here men- 
tioned does import; and then he fhews, that we 
ought to be fully perfuaded of this univerfal Diffo- 
lution, and that we fhould take heed, that we be 
not deceived by thinking it ata great Diftance off, 
but rather live in a conftant Expectation of it, look- 
ing for, and haftening to, the Coming of the Da of 
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God. Onthe firft of thefe Points he delivers him- 
felf in this Manner : 
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“« What St. Peter means by all thee Things, and 
what by their being difolved, he tells us in the 
Verfes before and after, namely, that rhe Hea- 
veins fhall pafs away with a great Noife, and the 
Elements fhall melt with fervent Heat; the 
Earth alfo, and the Works that are therein foall 
be burnt up. So that what our Saviour faid to 
his :Difciples concerning the Buildings of the 
Temple, Seef thou thefe great Buildings ? Verily, 
I fay unto you, there fhall not be left one Stone 
upon another, that fhall not be thrown dows 5 fo 
may we fay of this ancient Building of God, the 
Fabrick of this material and vifible World; 
Seeft thou not all thefe Things ? The glorious Lu- 
minaries above, the Earth and the Sea beneath, 
the lofty Mountains and the lafting Hills, the 
Forefts, Woods and Groves, the flately Pa- 
laces, beautiful Churches, magnificent Houfes, 
and all the Monuments of Fame and Antiquity: 
There are none of thefe but will be made to bear 
a Part in the general Diffolution, and either be 
utterly diffolved themfelves, or undergo violent 
Convulfions, and great Diforder and Confufion, 
For not only this terraqueous Globe, but the 
heavenly’ Bodies themfelves, fhall be involved 
in, or greatly fuffer from this fiery Deluge. Our 
bleffed Saviour affures us, that the Sun /ball then 
be darkened, and the Moon Jfhall not give her 
Light ; that the Stars /hall fall from Heaven, 
and that the Powers of Heaven fhail be shaken. 
St. Fobn tells us, that the Sun fhall become black, 
as Sackcloth of Hair, and the Moon become as 
Blood. St. Peter afirms, that the Heavens fhill 
pafs away with agreat Noife 5 by which, moft 
probably, he means the lower Regions, or the 
Region of Air; and the Elements foail melt with 
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the ? avets, whicn will then fall from Heaven, 
and help to increafe the Conflagration, and to 
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be fuppoled, that che Burning of the Earth alone 
wiil be tufficient to dry up, and wholly confume 
all the Waters of the great Deep. The Fires 
kindled on all the Shores, can’t be fuppofed to 
reach the Middle, or even the fourth Part, of 
the vaft extended Ocean: The Confumption of 
this, theretore, muft be effected by other Means, 
that is, by Fire coming down from Heaven, by 
burning Plaisets driven from their Orbs, by the 
Elements melting with fervent Heat, and by a 
general Inflammation in the Region of the Air, 
which is always filled, more or lefs, with fiery 
Vapours and combuftible Matter, and will then 
be replenifhed and fupplied, like a Lamp with 
frefh Oil, by a continued Succeffion of new Va- 
pours drawn from the Earth. Thefe, mixing 
with the fcorching Exhalations from below, will 
cover the Deep, like as with a Garment, and, by 
their united Force, drain and exhauft the im- 
menie Waters of the wide Sea: For, when God 
enters upon his ftrange Work, and has this laft 
Controverfy with the Inhabitants of the World, 
he will fet the jarring Elements at War and Va- 
riance with one another, and that of Fire fhall at 
Jaft prevail over, and deftroy. and {wallow up 
the other three. For, Behold, fays the Prophet 
Amos, God called to contend by Fire, and it de- 


‘ voured the great Deep, and it eat up a Part: 


And as Fire will devour the great Deep, fo will 
it burn up the Earth alfo, and all that therein 
is; and as it will thus devour the Waters, and 
burn up the Earth, fo will it likewife confume 
the pretent Atmofphere, or the Region of the 
Air about us, that has been fo much tainted and 
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infeéted by the poifonous Breath of Sin. So that 
the feveral vifible Parts of the Creation will be 
involved all at once in circling and checquered 
Streams of Smoke and Flames : For this ts chat 
Day of Vengeance, that Day of the Lord fo 
often mentioned, and fo fully defcribed by cu 
Prophets, as 4 Day of great W’rath, a Day of 
Trouble and Diftrefs, a Day of Waftenefs and 
Defolation, a Day of Darkne/s and Gluom:nefi, a 
Day of Flouds and thick Darknefs, a Day of 
the Trumpet and Alarm againft the fenced Cities, 
and againft the bigh Towers: And, I will bring 
Diftre/s upon Mon, lays God, that they ball 
qwatk like blind Men, becaufe they have finned 
againft the Lord; and their Elood shall be poured 
out as Dujft, and their Flefo is the Dung: WNei- 
ther their Silver, nor their Gold fhail be able to 
deliver them inthe Day of the L:ra’s li vrath, 
but the whale Land fhall be devoured y the Fire 
of bis Fealoufy 5 for he fhall make even a fpecdy 
Riddance of all them that dwel inthe Land. If 
it be afked, How, or by what means the Righ- 
teous fhall be preierved in the Midift of a burn- 
ing World; or where they fhall be at this Time? 
I anfwer, with St. Paul, that before the World 
is on fire, they fhall be caught up in the Clouds, 
to mect the Lord in the dir; and being there 
placed out of the Reach, and above the Surges 
of the fiery Deluge, they fhall be made Speéta- 
tors of this amazing Scene of Ruin and Defola- 
tion, and fee this grand Idol of Mankind con- 
fuming in the Fire of God’s Indignation, break- 
ing and tumbling in Pieces, like Dagon before 
the Ark, and at laft buried in its own Rubbith, 
or reduced to a fiery Chaos, Of this, Yerexsh 
gives us a lively Defcription in the following 
Words: —— I bebeld the Earth, and iv, it was 
without Form, and void, and the tleavens, 
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“ they bad no Light. I bebeld the Mountains, and 
“ Jo, theytrembled; and all the Hills moved lightly, 
‘© J beheld, and lo, there was no Man, and all the 
“ Birds of the Heaven were fled. I beheld, and 
€ Jo, the fruitful Place was a Wildernefs, and all 
“ the Cities thercof were broken down at the Pre- 
‘© fence of the Lord, and by his fierce Anger. But, 
«< then, this general Defolation prevailing no far- 
ther than to the Sea, Earth, and Air, or lower 
« Heavens; thofe more diftant Luminaries, the 
‘¢ Sun, Moon, and Stars, will not partake of the 
‘¢ fame Fate, or fuffer the like Diffolution, but 
«© only undergo fome frightful Changes and Altes 
‘© rations, become fhaking and trembling, and co- 
«¢ vered with Darknefs, to fympathize, as it were, 
« in this univerfal Confternation and Confufion of 
Nature. But the greateft Confufion and Con- 
fternation will be in the Minds and Hearts of 
Men: When Deffruétion upon Deftruéiion thall 
be cried, then Laughter will be turned to 
«© Mourning, and Joy into Heavinefs ; then the 
Merry-hearted will figh, every Houfe will be fhut 
up, all Foy will be darkened, the Mirth of the 
“© Land will ceafe: yea, all Hands fhall faint, 
and every Maw’s Heart fhall melt. They fhall 
be amazed one at another, their Faces fhall be as 
Flames, all Faces fhali gather Blacknefs. If 
they Jook to the Heavens, behold, fearful Sights 
«© and amazing Jerrors ; and if they look to the 
«¢ Earth, behold, Trouble and Sorrow, and Dim- 
«6 nefs of Anguifh; they /hall wait for Light, but 
“ bebold Obfcurity; for Brightnefs, but fhall walk 
«© in Darknefs : Yea, they fhail ftumble at Noon- 
“ day, as if they had no Eyes; and be in defoiate 
“ Places, as dead Men. They fhali war all itke 
ss Bears, and mourn fore like Doves; they foall 
«© Jook for Mercy, but there is none; for Saivation, 


‘© but it is far off from them ; therefore fhall their 
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Hearts mele for Fear and Trouble: They frail 
reel to and fro, and flagger like drunken Men, 
and be at their Wits End. They thall flee to the 
Mountains, and climb uponthe Trees, and come 
‘¢ down again to the Vallies beneath; buc where- 
«c ever they go, there is no Safety; and where 
they feek for Refuge, they fhall meet Deftruc- 
tion ; For the very Powers of Heaven fhall be 
“¢ fhaken, and threaten them with immediate Ven- 
‘¢ geance, and the Pillars of the round World fhall 
«© Tremble under them. For thus faith the Pro- 
phet, Fear, and the Pit, and the Snare are upon 
them, O Inhabitant of the Earth, and it fhall 
come to pafs, that he who fleeth from the Noife 
of the Fear, foall fall into the Pit; and be that 
cometo up out of the midft of the Pit, fhall be 
taken in the Snare; forthe Windows from on bigh 
are open, and the Foundations of the Earth do 
foake. The Earth is utterly broken down, the 
Earth is clean diffolved, the Earth is moved ex- 
ceedingly. The Earth fhall reel to and fro like a 
Drunkard, and fhall be removed like a Cottage; 
and the Tran{grefiion thereof fhall be beavy upon 
it, and it {hall fall, and not rife again. From 
which laft Words we can’t but obferve, that the 
meritorious Caufe of all this wide Defolation, 
‘¢ and univerfal Ruin and Confufion, is the Sin of 
« Man, Twas this that caufed the Deftruétion of 
«< the old World by a Flood of Waters; and ’tis 
«¢ for this that the World which now is, will be de+ 
‘¢ ftroy’d by Fire ; ’tis this Part will fet the Elements 
‘¢ at the greateft Variance with Mankind, and with 
one and other, and arm all the Creatures of God 
‘© again{t them, For thisthe Sun fhall be confounded, 
«¢ andtheMoon afhamed, and the Earth and the In- 
‘¢ habitants thereof abandon’d, and delivered up to 
the Overflowing of the Curfe?” 
This is our Author’s Explanation of the Doc- 
ttine delivered in his Text, and makes the mott 
F 4 con{ide- 
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confiderable Part of his firft Difcourfe. I proceed 
to a fecond Extract, taken from the third (and laft) 
Sermon on the Burning of the World; where Mr. 
fobnfon lays before us the Grounds whereon we can- 
not but expect this great Change and Revolttion; 
And thefe are, Firft, The Frame and Age of the 
World. Secondly, The Signs of the Times. Third- 
ly, The Juftice of God. Fourthly, The Progrefs 
of Sin. I fhall quote him on the 1/7, 2d, and 3d 
of thefe Heads. 
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With refpeét to the firft he fays, If we con- 


fider the Frame and Age of the World, we thall 
fee Reafon enough to conclude, that it can’t be 
of very long Continuance. ‘¢ God forefeeing 


how much this World, and the Things of the 
World would be abufed by his Creatures, formed 
and compofed it of fuch Materials, that it might 
be capable afterwards of being confumed by 
Fire. As all Material Compofitions are fubject 
to a Diffolution, fo feveral of the Materials of 
which this World is compofed, are of a Fiery 
Nature, or Combuftible Quality, and by a di- 
rect Act of Providence, lodged here and there, 
or at proper Diftances from one another, in or- 
der to communicate the Fire of the laft Day to 
the whole, and to every Part. There are at 
this Day fome burning Mountains, that have 
continued burning more or lefs, for feveral Ages 
fucceffively. And their Fire, perhaps, will not 
be extinguifhed, nor their Fewel exhaufted or 
confumed, before the general Conflagration ; ‘or 
which they feem to be ordained by God, both 
as Means or Inftruments in that Defolation, and 
as rueful and lafting Memorials, to warn every 
Generation of Men of the final Diffolution of 
all Things by Fire. At prefent their Force and 
Power is, for the moft part, limited and _re- 
{trained ; but when ’tis inlarged, (as it will be 
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at laft) they will then fpread Defolation far and 
near. Now from the fingle Confideration of 
thefe burning Mountains, (to mention nothing far- 
ther) we have a great deal more Reafon to won- 
der, that the World has not all this while been 
burnt up, than that it is to be confumed by Fire 
at laft. Nor can we afcribe its Prefervation in 
this Refpect, to any lefs Caufe, than the graci- 
ous and miraculous Interpofition of Providence, 
Limitting and Controuling the Force of thefe 
fubterraneous Fires, as he does the Current of 
the great Deep, and faying to one as well asthe 
other, bitherto fhall ye come, and no farther; till 
the Time I have appointed for the full Exertion 
of your Native Strength. And to this St. Peter 
feems to refer, when he fays, the Heavens and 
Earth are kept in Store, and referved to Fire, a- 
gainft the Day of Fudgment. By which he does 
not obfcurely intimate, that they were at prefent 
providentially preferved from the Power of that 
Fire, which is always ready to feize and devour 
them; as the Waters foon overflowed the Earth, 
when God took off his reftraining Hand from 
them. So that ’tis but for God tocall forth, and 
let loofe, thofe Powers of Fire, that are lodged 
in the Earth and the Air, and that now lis dor- 
mant, and the World would foon be all in Flames. 
Then, as to the Antiquity of the World, tho’ the 
World itfelf does not, like the Things upon it, 
decay with Age, and is not the more perifbing for 
being Older, but continues ftill in the fame State 
and Situation, has the fame lofty and_ lafting 
Mountains, the fame wide and extended Ocean, 
and the fame noted Rivers that it had in former 
times, or ever fince the Flood; yet God has de- 
termined the Number of its Days, beyond which 
it cannot pafs, There isa fix’d Period in the fa- 
cred Decrees of Heaven for the Time of its Dif- 
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“ folution ; fothat the Older it grows, the nearer it 
fe muft be to its deftined Fate. Upon which Ac- 
© count, we that livein the prefent Age, have more 
‘© Reafon than any of our Fore-fathers had, to be 
«¢ apprehenfive of its approaching Diffolution. 
Secondly, fays our Author, If tothe natural State 
and Age of the World we add the Sigs of the Times, 
or the moral Evidences we have in this Cafe, we fhall 
fee further Caufe to apprehend, thatthe Diffolution 
of all Things cannot be at any very great Diftance 
off. A Man muft have been a very care- 
<< lefs Obferver indeed of Things, Times, and 
«© Perfons, that has nor obferved the great and vi- 
fible Decay of Chriftianity, both in Principle 
and Prattice, for forme Years paft; a Decay fo 
general, fo fudden, and fo unexpected, that it 
is not, perhaps; to be parallel’d by any thing 
we meet with, within the Compafs of the fame 
Number of Years, from the Foundation of 
Chriftianity, tothe Commencement of this great 
Defection. Now the Spirit /peaketh expre/ly, 
not only that i rhe latter Days fome. fhall de- 
part from the Faith, but that there fhall come 
a Falling away, or a more general Apoftacy ; 
which, whenever it happens, is to be a Warn- 
ing to us of the near Approach of Chrif’s fe- 
cond Advent. It was under the moft corrupt 
State of the Fewi/o Church, that he made his 
fixft Appearance in the World; and it will be in 
the moft degenerate State of Chriftianity, that he 
will appear a /econd Time in Glory. The A- 
bounding therefore of Iniquity, and the great 
Decay of Chriftian Piety, Faith, and Charity; 
‘ which are the more open Signs of thefe Times, 
fhould be fo far from inclining us to follow o- 
thers in their Defeétion from the Faith, or in 
their Unconcernednefs about Religion, that it 
ought, on the contrary, to awaken our Atten- 
€ t16n; 
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«¢ tion, to excite our Zeal, and to haften our Pre- 
“ parations, that fo we may not at laft be con- 
sc demned with the World. 

Thirdly, fays Mr. Fobnfon, If to the Iniquity of the 
Times we join the Confideration of God's Fujftice, 
we fhall fee another Reafon for expecting the Revels. 
tion of Chriff from Heaven. <«* ?Tis a general, and 
<< jutt Obfervation, that righteous and wicked Nati- 
«© ons, or publick Communities, are capable of being 
e¢ rewarded and punifhed, as fuch, only in this Life. 
« And if this be the Cafe with refpett to the feve- 
«¢ ral Nations of the World, it muft be true like- 
“¢ wife in reference to the "World itfelf, which is 
«c every Day growing more and more ripe for 
¢ Judgment. And when the Meafure of its Ini- 
uity is filled up, then will God pour out the 
¢¢ full Phials of his Wrath upon it, and confume 
«© ic by afiery Deluge, and make it a rueful Mo- 
«¢ nument of his juft Vengeance and Indignation, 
«c For, as God {pared not the old World, when the 
e¢ Wickednefs of its Inhabitants was come to ful! 
« Maturity, but deftroyed it by a Flood of Wa- 
“ters; fo, when the Iniquity of the World that 
«© now is, fhall be arrived at fuch a Height and 
ae Degree of Provocation, as God has pre- ordained 
¢ for its Extent and Fulnefs, he will then put an 
«© End tothe Frame and Scene of Things, which 
“ has miniftred fo much Matter and Occafion for 
«¢ his Creatures to rebel! and fin againft him.” 

The next Difcourfe, out of which] fhall extraé& 
one or two Paffages, is the fifth, upon Heb. xi. 39, 
40. where our Preacher undertakes to prove, that per- 
fest Happinefs is not to be expected for the Saints, 
till after the Refurrettion of their Bodies. He in- 
troduces his Subject in this Manner: ‘** The Prone- 
‘© nefs of Mankind to truft in their own Righ- 
“* teoufnels, and to imagine they have fomething 
*© meritorious in themfelves, for thofe little Services 
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“« they are enabled to perform; and their eager 
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Impatience to receive the promifed Recompence, 
when their Service is ended, is fo great and ge- 
neral, that God has thought fit to check and 
reftrain thefe fanguine Hopes and forward Ex- 
pectations, by deferring the Donation of a full 
Reward till tome confiderable Time after their 
Work is done. Were Chriftians, upon their 
Departure out of this World, to be admitted di- 
reétly into the higheft Heavens, into the Pre- 
fence and Palace of the great King, to the dea- 
tific Vifion of God; as, on one hand, they would 
be apt to flatter themfelves, that this State of 
Glory was, in fome meafure, due to their De- 
ferts ; fo, on the other, they would find, that 
the Scene of Glory would be too dazzling-bright, 
for thofe who are juft efcaped from a State of 
Corruption and Mortality.Alas! There are many 
Stages and Degrees of Purification, that the 
Soul muft pafs thro’, before it can arrive at its 
full Perfe€tion, and be qualified to behold the 
Face of God. Tho’ St. Paul promifed himfelf 
a Crown of Righteoufnefs upon finifhing his 
Courfe ; yet he did not prefume to expect it 
immediately after he had finifhed it ; but only fays, 
that henceforth there was laid up for him fuch a 
Crown, and that this fhould be given, or con- 
ferred upon him at that Day, the Day of our 
Lord’s Appearing. After we have finifhed our 
Work, there muft be a Time for Ref; and 
when this Seafon of Reft is ended, then is the 
Time of Enjoyment : Therefore, as the fame A-’ 
poftle declares elfewhere, we have need of Pa- 
tience, that after we have dine the Will of God, 
qwe may inberit the Promife. When our Work 
is done, there will ftill be Occafion for the Exer- 
cife of Patience, in waiting for the promifed 
Reward; which Reward is not to be beftowed, 
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till the whole Number of God’s Eleét fhall be 
fully completed; as is plainly and fully afferted 
by the Apoftle, where he exprefly affirms of the 
ancient Fathers, whofe exemplary Faith he had 

een recommending to our Imitation, that a/? 
thefe, having obtained a good Report through 
Faith, received not the Promifes, God having 
provided fome better Thing for us, tbat they, 
without us, foould not be made perfett : i.e. ‘Tho? 
the Saints and Servants of God live in different 
Ages, and depart out of this World at different 
Times, they fhall not be rewarded accordingly, 
or in a diftinét and feparate Manner, but receive 
the. promifed Reward all together, at one and 
«¢ the fame Time ; fo that we without shew, and 
ss ghey without as fhall not be made perfect.” 
However, as the contrary Dodétrine, wiz. That 
the Righteous departing this Life are immediately 
received up into Heaven, was the general Opinion, 
or Perfuafion of the laft Age, and is ftill, Mr. Fohbnjox 
fays, too common and prevailing a Notion, he 
endeavours in this Sermon, to prove, from his Text, 
and fome parallel Places of Scripture, that none of 
the Righteous have yet received the promifed Re- 
ward, but are only enter’d into a State of Reft, and 
partake of fome lower Degrees of Happinefs, till the 
Time of the Reftitution and Confummation of all 
Things be fully come. And (2.) that when God has 
finifh’d his Work, and completed the Number of 
Saints, he will then beftow upon them jointly and 
fully the promifed Inheritance. 

As to the firft of thefe Heads, the Apoftle’s 
Words in the Text are, our Author fays, very 
exprefs and particular, that tho’ the Elders obtained 
a good Report through Faith, yet they received not, 
or have not received the Promife. After illuftrating 
this Paflage, and fhewing how directly it ferves, 
together with the Context, for the Eftablifhment of 
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his Doétrine, he fays, ** There are no Intimations 
« in the Scriptures of the Old and New Tefta- 
«© ments, much lefs any direct Teftimonies, or ex- 
<< prefs Affertions, that thofe who have died in 
<< Faith, have been bleffed with the immediate Fru- 
«ition of God. On thecontrary, all the facred 
‘© Writings, that {peak any thing of this Matter, 
<< look diretly the other way, and point at a dif- 
«¢ ferent Seafon of Retribution or Reward. The laft 
«© Day, the Day of the Refurre¢tion and final Judg- 
ment, and the Day of Chrift’s fecond Coming, 
appears ail along in Scripture to be rhe Time 
allotted and predetermined by God, for crown- 
ing the Righteous with Glory and Immortality, 
Tis generally allowed now, that the Soul of our 
bleffed Lord himfelf did not go into Heaven, 
whiie his Body lay in the Grave: ’Tis exprefly 
affirmed, that David is not yet afcended into 
the Heavens : *Tis agreed on all hands, that the 

€ final irreverfible Sentence, to be paffed upon all 
Men, will not be till the End of the World : 
’Tis granted likewife, that Man can’t receive his 
rfeét Confummation and compleat Reward, fo 
er as one Part of him is divided from the o- 
ther: And this is a Conceffion of very weighty 
Confideration, and fuch as may be found fuffi- 
cient to determine this Point, were there no ex- 
prefs Teftimonies of Scripture to decide this Mat- 
ter. For while the Body is corrupting in the 
Grave, or mouldering into Duft, ’tis rightly fup- 
pofed, that the Man is doing fome fort of Pe- 
nance, and is ftill, in fome Senfe, in a State of 
Suffering, which muft be inconfiftent with a 
State of Glory. The Ruins and Difonours of 
the Grave are plain Marks, if not of a divine 
Difpleafure, yet at leaft of the Want of a perfect 
Reftoration to the divine Favour and Goodnefs : 

* And ’tis abfurd to imagine, that the Soul is en- 


joying. 
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<< joying the higheft Honour and Felicity, whilft 
« che Body is under Diffolution and Difgrace: 
¢ And this Reafon may be further ftrengthned by 
«< confidering, that nothing imperfect can hope 
«¢ foran Entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
« which is a State of the utmoft Perfection, as weil 
¢ as Purity, and will admit of nothing that is par- 
¢ tial or defective. 

This is but the leaft Part of what our Author has 

offered in Confirmation of his firft Propofition: 
Under the fecond Head fome Things occur, which, as 
he apprehends, ferve very much to eftablith his Doc- 
trine: For Inftance, he fays, * If any Saints can 
“be fuppofed capable, before the fina] Judgment, 
‘© of obtaining Admiffion into the higheft Hea- 
vens, it muft be thofe that have fuffered Mar- 
tyrdom, and laid down their Lives for the Te/ti- 
mony of Fefus; yet even thefe, according to the 
Vifion vouchfafed to St. ‘Fobn, are to wait till 
this Fulnefs of Time be come, for fo it is repres 
fented to him, Rev. vi. 9, 10, 11. 
«© ‘The Place where St. ‘fobm faw thefe holy Souls 
in, even under the Altar, fhews that they were 
not then in the higheft Heaven: Their Prayer 
for Vengeance upon their Enemies, feems not 
well confiftent with their being in a State of 
“ Glory ; and their being ordered to reff yet for a 
“ little Seafon, till the Number of Martyrs was 
* filled up, is a fufficient Indication, that the Ac- 
‘< ceffion of their Fellow Sufferers was necefiary to 
© compleat their own Happinefs and Perfection.” 

Under the fecond Head our Author likewife 
affigns the Reafon of the Cafe being as he has here 
reprefented it; and that is implied in thele Words 
of St. Paul, God having provided fome better 
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Thing for us, that they, without us, foould not be 
made perfect. <* The Perfeétion which God 
“< requires and aims at, is not of any Part, tho’ 
«* never fo confiderable, but of the Whvle. All 
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“¢ the Saints now in Paradife are but a Part of 
<< Chrifi?s myftical Body ; the full Complement will 
“< not be till God has accomplifhed the Number 
“ of his Elect ; then, and not before, will there 
«© be properly a Church Triumphant, when the 
«© Head, and all its conftituent Members are fitly 
«© framed and compacted together in one Place, 
« Chriff, the Head of the Body, isnow in Hea- 
«© ven, and has taken Pofleffion of the heavenly 
«s Manfions prepared for his feveral Members. But 
“¢ if fome of thefe Members were admitted to Hea- 
«¢ ven before, or without the reft; if, while fome 
«cs were glorified, others were partly in a State of 
«¢ Difcipline or Difhonour; if, while fome were 
¢¢ united to the Head, others were ftill wanting, the 
«© Body of Cri/ in Heaven wauld appear deformed 
«¢ and defective.” 

If my Room would permit, I fhould have added 
fome more Extracts, to have given the Reader a 
compleater Idea of our Author’s way of thinking 
and expreffing himfelf on controvertible Points: As 
on the Divine Eternity ; the Argument a@ priori for 
the Exiftence of God, which, hethinks, has mini- 
fter’d Occafion toScepticifm and Infidelity, and done 
great prejudice to reveal’d Religion ; the Deity of our 
bleffed Saviour, in which Point he is moft ftrictly or- 
thodox ; the Ends of our Lord’s Temptation in the 
Wildernefs ; Chrift’s Satisfaction, and the Imputation 
thereof tous; the Evidences of Chrift’s Refurreétion ; 
the Trinity of Perfons in the divine Nature ; the abfo- 
lute Neceffity of Faith in Chrift to the Salvation of eve- 
ry Man, with the Preheminenceof this Grace above 
Morality or good Works; andthelike. But it is im- 
poffible to enter upon thefe Subjects ; and Mr. Fobn/on’s 
Qualifications for handling fuch Topicks may be guef- 
fed by the foregoing Quotations. His Stile feems beft a- 
dapted to the practical Parts of Theology, and thofe 
he handles ina very affecting manner. 

THE 





